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Abstract:

This research investigated the prevalence of dialogue culture within virtual
public spaces, specifically focusing on Algerian youth and their engagement
with Facebook. The study aimed to understand the habits, motivations, and types
of discussions taking place on this platform. Additionally, it explored the extent

to which participants adhered to the ethics of dialogue and examined the

cognitive, emotional, and behavioral impacts of this virtual discourse.

This study was grounded in the theories of uses and gratifications, media
dependence, and the communicative action to address the research sub-
questions. As a descriptive and quantitative study, the researcher employed a
survey methodology, utilizing an electronic questionnaire to collect data from a
convenient sample of 542 Algerian young Facebook users who follow one of the

pages outlined in the first chapter.

The study revealed that a majority of the sample population uses Facebook

daily for between one and three hours. This can be attributed to several factors,
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including strong social ties that motivate users to connect with friends and
family, as well as the diverse visual and textual content available on the

platform, which attracts and engages users.

Most of the participants preferred using their personal profiles or accounts
to interact with their friends, motivated by the desire for emotional and
psychological support, as well as the sense of comfort and privacy this mode of

communication offers allowing them to freely exchange ideas.

[1 The study revealed that a majority of participants preferred engaging
with posts through text comments rather than emojis, driven by their desire for
deeper and more detailed conversations, as well as the ease of saving a record of

the discussions for future reference.”

[1 Most participants seek accurate and reliable information on Facebook,
primarily using Standard Arabic with a tendency to use abbreviated words. This
can be attributed to Standard Arabic's ability to express ideas precisely and

clearly, and its potential to reach a wider audience.

Participants demonstrated a strong interest in national issues, particularly
unemployment and the decline in purchasing power. This interest can be
attributed to their national identity and their desire to improve their country's

situation, believing that public discourse contributes to positive change.

Participants demonstrated a calm and respectful demeanor in their
interactions, avoiding offensive language and engaging with those holding

different views with the aim of persuasion.

Facebook use has fostered a culture of respectful dialogue among
participants encouraging diversity of opinions and the civil exchange of

viewpoints.
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Facebook use has significantly expanded participants' knowledge of
dialogue culture, making it a primary source of information and insights related
to dialogue, regardless of their socio-demographic backgrounds. This is largely
attributed to the exchange of opinions, information, and experiences on various

issues.

"Facebook use has reduced feelings of alienation towards opposing views
among participants, regardless of their educational level or age. This is
attributed to the exchange of opinions and exposure to diverse viewpoints,
which has contributed to more positive and less stressful dialogue. Furthermore,

this usage has not negatively impacted their dialogue-related behaviors.



