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Abstract:

This study is based on the theory of media framing, as it provides a quantitative and
qualitative analysis of the media content presented in news of regional events on Arab news
channels. The study when this question is raised: How are events and issues of regional conflicts
framed on Arab news satellite channels?

Purpose of the study: The study aims at monitoring the news frames of regional conflicts
issues in the news of Al-Jazeera and Al-Hadath (Al-Arabiya) channels, as both are Arab news
channels that mainly raise the most contentious issues in the Arab region. In addition, these
channels are the closest to the Arab viewer. The aim behind is to reveal their interest in various
conflict events in the Arab region. Furthermore, it is always a target to identify the extent of interest
shown to each issue receives by knowing the time space allocated to it as well as the type of topics
most covered, in addition to highlighting the news sources relied upon in media coverage and even
the active figures who emerged most strongly in the events. With an explanation of the specific
frames and frames of reference and media used in the process of framing events, and revealing the
various framing tools and mechanisms used within the news message, in addition to identifying the
various highlighting methods used and the prominent news forms at the level of each channel, and
then revealing the areas of agreement and disagreement in dealing with the various Events and
issues of regional conflicts.

Study Approach: This study belongs to descriptive research using the survey studies method,
and it was followed in the process of surveying the various items of the study community, which
is represented in the main news bulletins of Al-Jazeera and Al-Hadath channels. Within its
framework, the researcher used the content analysis method, and then the systematic comparison
method, which helped us to extract various points of similarity. There is a difference in the process
of framing events between Al-Jazeera and Al-Hadath channels.

The study sample: The study sample was a purposive sample representing the news of regional
conflict issues in the “Al Jazeera” and “Al Hadath” channels in 2021/2022, from which the
following issues were also chosen intentionally: events of the Palestinian issue, Iranian events,
Libyan events, and an event. Cutting off diplomatic relations between Algeria and Morocco, with
two issues from the Middle East from the Arab region and two issues from the Maghreb, taking
into account the balance between the issues. The study sample consisted of (36) main bulletins
from each channel distributed over the issues as follows (13 news about Palestinian events, 11 news
about Iranian events, 9 news about Libyan events, and 3 news about Algerian-Moroccan relations).

Data collection tool: The data was collected using a content analysis tool that was built based
on the study’s questions. It was divided into categories of form and categories of content that were
based primarily on the mechanisms used in the framing process (time period, temporal dimension,
topics, actors, sources, specific frameworks, frames of reference, Media frames, resulting results,




causes and solutions, a dictionary of terms used, framing mechanisms and tools, highlighting tools
used, news formats, methods of presenting news material, and the category of balance).

Results:

- Al Jazeerachannel allocated a larger period of time to Palestinian events than that allocated
to Al Hadath channel.

- The time period allocated to Iranian events on Al-Hadath channel was greater than on Al-
Jazeera.

- The amount of time allocated to Libyan events on Al Hadath TV was greater than that of
Al Jazeera, which covered them in a larger amount of time than Iranian events.

- The event of the severing of diplomatic relations between Algeria and Morocco received a
much shorter period of time than that allocated to the rest of the issues, noting that Al-
Hadath Channel gave it a larger period of time.

- Both channels relied on different frames of reference to varying degrees between various
regional events.

- The conflict frame emerged to a greater degree on Al Hadath channel compared to Al
Jazeera, as the channel used it with a greater emphasis to show the conflict in Iranian
events.

- Al Jazeera relied more on frameworks of responsibility than Al Hadath, and it appeared
more strongly in Palestinian events.

- Both channels used strategic frameworks in their coverage of various regional events.

- Al Jazeera relied more on the framework of ethical principles than Al Hadath.

- Various media frameworks emerged in the two channels’ coverage of events to which they
gave importance to varying degrees.

- Both channels used the issue-specific framework to a greater degree than the general
framework, but with greater emphasis on Al Hadath Channel, while Al Jazeera relied on
the general framework to a greater degree than Al Hadath Channel.

- The degree of interest of the two channels in covering the results of public events and
economic results varied according to the nature of the events, their developments, and the
extent of their importance, the channel’s orientation and vision of the events were also
among the factors controlling the emergence of results on one channel rather than the other.

- Both channels relied on the processes of “selection, repetition, and exclusion” in the
process of highlighting events over others, and neglecting and ignoring certain aspects and
angles during the process of covering various regional events.

- The glossary of terms adopted by the two channels differed in their coverage of various
issues, and the events to which each of the two channels gave a higher degree of attention
were clearly different.

- Al-Jazeera’s bias towards the Palestinian issue and the bias towards the opposition in Iran
emerged on Al-Hadath Channel, while the bias of both channels towards one of the parties
to the conflict in Libya emerged.




- Al-Jazeera and Al-Hadath each dealt with the “causes and solutions” of various regional

events in a different way, highlighting a vastly different framing process for events
between the two channels.

- The sources of the two channels revealed their greater self-reliance in covering the news,
based on reporters or official sources. This contributes greatly to the specificity of news
coverage on each channel.

Keywords: Media frameworks, news bulletins, Arab satellite news channels, regional
conflicts, and context.
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- Erving Goffman, Frame Ananlysis, reprint originally publishe, New York, Harper/ Row, 1974,
p7.
2 — Erving Goffman, Frame Ananlysis, p10.

3 — Erving Goffman, Ibid. p13.
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2~ Majid,A. R, Ramaprasad J, Framing Beijing, Dominant ideological influence on the American

press coverage of the fourth UN Conference on Women and NGO forom, GAZETTE, vol. 26

(1), 2000, pp, 45-59.
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'~ D'Angelo, p, Kuypers, J.A., Doing News Framing Analysis, Empirical and Theoretical

Perspectives. News York: Routledge, 2010, p2.
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l_ Goffman, E, Frame Analysis: An essay on the organisation of experince, Cambridge: Harvard

University Press, p21.

2_ Reese, S, Finding Frames in a web of culture: the case of the war on terror, In P, D'angelo,

Kuypers (Eds), Doing news framing analysis: empirical and theoretical perspectives, New York,
NY,2010, pp 17-42.

3~ Entman, Alistair (et. al), Levels of Representation in Discourse relation, Cognitive linguistics,
Vol,12, 2001, pp (197-198).

4~ Melissa Joy Gonzalez: Media Propaganda: A Framing Analysis of Radio Broadcasts from

U.S to Cuba, Athesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Arts and Sciences University of South Florida. March 25 ,2013, p23.
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I — Zauderer.D, Theart of framing for political advantage, Public Manager, 34(4), 2007, p66.

2 — Entman.IBID, p53.

3 — Gamson, Wiliam A, News as Framing, American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. 33, No.2, 1989,
pp (157-161).

4 — Dietram A. Scheufele: Framing as a theory of Media Effects, Journal of commonication, Vol,
49, No.1, 1999, p, 103.
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3— Robert M. Entman: Framing Toward Clarification of a fractured paradigm, Journal of
Communication, Vol. 43, No.4, 1993, p52.
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'~ Robert M. Entman: Cascading Activation: Contesting the white house's Frame after 9/11,
OP.CIT. P417.
2— Dietram A. Scheufele, Framing as a theory of Media Effects, OP. CIT. PP (103-122).
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4~ Miller Mark, Riechart Bonnie, Concept mapping and framing analysis of news: linking

traditional conceptualization to a news quantitative method, paper_presented at framing in the news
media land scape, conferences university of South Carolina, Columbia, 1997, P18.

5— Nabi Robin, Exploring The Framing Effects of Emotion: Do Discrete Emotions Differentially

influence information Accessibility Seeking, and policy performance?, Communication reasearch, 30
(2),2003, p225.
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2~ Mengjiao Y, Framing Occupy Central: A Content Analysis of Hong Kong, American and

British Newspapers Coverage, A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Arts, University of South Florida, October 2015, p16.

3— Diana Anggraeni, Entman Framing Analysis of Food Governance in Online Media Analysis
Framing Berita Tata Kelola Pangan di Media Online, Journal The Messenger, Vol. 10, No. 1,

January 2018, pp.(113-123), p4.
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