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Abstract:
This study aimed to explore the various meanings, connotations, and visual
symbols embedded in the opening credits of Algerian television and Ramadan series
broadcast on Echourouk TV.The central research question guiding this study was:
What are the semantic dimensions of the opening credits in Algerian Ramadan series?
This question was examined through a semiotic analysis of the series aired on
Echourouk TV during Ramadan 2024 and was further divided into four sub-questions:
1. *What are the explicit (denotative) meanings of the opening credits in Algerian
Ramadan television series?

2. *What are the implicit (connotative) meanings of the opening credits in Algerian
Ramadan television series?

3. *What social dimensions are reflected in the opening credits of Algerian Ramadan
television series?

4. <What cultural dimensions are reflected in the opening credits of Algerian Ramadan
television series?

The study utilized a comprehensive approach to analyze the opening credits of
three series: El Bat'ha (directed by Walid Bouchebbah), EIl Barani (directed by Yahia
Mouzahem), and Hdach Hdach (directed by Osama Qabi).These series were selected
for their rich denotative and connotative meanings, as well as their social and cultural
dimensions.

The methodological framework was grounded in semiological analysis as the
primary tool to uncover hidden signifiers and signified meanings, drawing on Roland
Barthes' analytical approach.Additionally, symbolic interactionism was employed as a
theoretical lens to understand how audiences interpret these visual symbols, meanings,
and implications.

Key Findings:

*Denotative Meanings of the Opening Credits:

El Bat'ha employed a palette of colors (yellow, white, green, black), set designs (walls,
windows, dolls), and imagery depicting working-class neighborhoods, incorporating
children as symbolic visual elements.

El Barani used unconventional framing with the sea as a primary backdrop,
complemented by a color scheme (blue, green, white, black, dark brown) and




expressive facial and body gestures (open/closed mouths, tilted postures, open/closed
eyes).

Hdach Hdach incorporated colors (red, black, white, gray), symbolic animals (snakes,
birds), and playing cards (poker symbols such as jokers and hearts.(

«Connotative Meanings of the Opening Credits:

The opening sequence of El Bat'ha reflects a turbulent socio-cultural reality, portraying
themes of confinement, fragility, corrupted innocence, social decay, and threatened
identity.

El Barani conveys feelings of alienation, lack of belonging, illicit activities, the
relentless pursuit of wealth at any cost, marital betrayal, and fractured friendships.

Hdach Hdach embodies themes of deception, conspiracy, betrayal, crime, and violence.

. Social Dimensions:

The opening sequences of El Bat'ha, El Barani, and Hdach Hdach reflect various
social issues within Algerian society—encompassing both positive aspects, such as
solidarity, perseverance, and resilience, as well as negative aspects, including fragile
family relationships, poverty, unemployment, moral decline, materialism, and shifting
social values.

. Cultural Dimensions:

The credits reinforce Algerian popular culture through elements such as the use
of the Algerian dialect in linguistic messaging, cultural symbols like playing cards
(commonly found in Algerian cafés), Rai music, street graffiti, and traditional clothing
(e.g., the djellaba).Additionally, El Barani’s credits emphasize cultural hybridity,
illustrating the tension between Western influences and traditional Algerian identity,
which evokes feelings of alienation and cultural dissonance.

This study concludes that the opening credits of Algerian Ramadan series
represent a rich semiotic field, encoding layered meanings that reflect societal tensions,
struggles with cultural identity, and the evolving values of contemporary Algeria.
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