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Summary

The right to defense is one of the fundamental pillars of criminal justice, serving as an
effective means to protect individual rights and preserve freedoms in the face of prosecutorial
authority. It is not merely a procedural formality, but rather a substantive right enshrined in
law to ensure a fair and balanced trial. It reflects the extent to which the state is committed to
the principles of human rights and the rule of law. The importance of this right lies in its role
as a safeguard against violations, guaranteeing the accused the opportunity to present their
perspective and challenge the evidence presented against them using all legally available
means.

Various national legislations and international conventions have emphasized the
importance of this right—not only by recognizing it in legal texts, but also by establishing
practical guarantees that accompany the accused throughout all stages of criminal
proceedings, starting from the moment of arrest, through the investigation phase, and up to
trial. The right to defense is not limited to mere presence or legal representation, but
encompasses a set of interconnected rights, such as access to the case file, the right to appeal
procedures, the right to examine witnesses, and ensuring transparency and openness in court
proceedings.

Effectively implementing the right to defense reflects the advancement of the legal system
and its commitment to achieving justice in its highest form. Therefore, upholding this right

not only serves the interests of the accused, but also ensures the integrity of the judiciary as a
whole and reinforces.
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