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Abstract

This study aims to uncover the manifestations of hate speech directed at working
women on social media platforms, particularly Facebook, which stands as the most widely
used and pervasive digital space in Algerian society. This discourse emerges within a socio-
cultural context marked by increasing tensions surrounding women’s roles and the

boundaries of their participation in the public sphere, where stereotypical representations
and biased attitudes continue to shape the image of the working woman within traditional
frameworks infused with exclusion, marginalization, and various forms of symbolic
violence.

The study adopts a qualitative content analysis approach, focusing on a sample of posts
and comments related to working women published on Algerian interactive Facebook
pages—most notably the page titled "Men's Awareness". The analysis was carried out using
specific categories and criteria, aiming to understand the cultural, ethical, economic,
psychological, and digital determinants that contribute to the production and normalization
of such discourse within an open and loosely regulated digital environment.

The findings revealed that hate speech targeting working women manifests in multiple
forms, including questioning their competence, moral denigration, ridicule, and linking their
presence in the labor market to broader societal issues such as unemployment and moral
decay. Several symbolic mechanisms were identified as central to reproducing this discourse
in the digital space, including emotionally charged language, stereotypical imagery, and
religious or cultural justifications.

The theoretical framework of the study is grounded in Symbolic Interactionism, which
posits that meanings and representations are socially constructed through interpersonal
interactions, and that discourse functions as a form of social action imbued with deep cultural
and social significance. The phenomenon is discussed within its local Algerian context,
highlighting the interplay between digital culture, societal norms, and the collective
dynamics that contribute to the consolidation of hostile narratives.

In light of these findings, this study represents an academic contribution toward
understanding the symbolic and semantic foundations underpinning the production of hate
speech against working women. It seeks to enrich the scientific discourse around digital
interactions and their impact on gender justice, while offering a critical perspective on the
symbolic practices that sustain gender-based exclusion in the online realm.

Keywords:

Working women, Hate speech, social media, Facebook, Symbolic violence, Symbolic
interactionism, social representations, Content analysis, Algerian society.




