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Abstract:

"Philosophy and the virtue of friendship according to Aristotle and its
extensions in contemporary Western philosophy"

Aristotle believes that friendship is not only a social relationship, but also a basic
moral virtue that contributes to achieving a happy life. He distinguished between three types

of friendship:

friendship of utility, friendship of pleasure, and friendship of virtue, Considering the
latter the most refined and stable, because it is based on appreciating the good in others for
their own sake. This view later influenced Western philosophy, particularly modern and
contemporary philosophies, which re-introduced the concept of friendship as a horizon for
coexistence and as a space for building human relationships that transcend individualism, For
example, in contemporary thought, some philosophers, such as Jacques Derrida, believe that
friendship has a political and cultural dimension, as it constitutes a model for relationships
that are not based on power or interest, but rather on mutual recognition and participation in
the world, Thus, the extensions of Aristotle's concept of friendship are still present in attempts
to consider the foundations of human coexistence in light of contemporary moral and social

crises.

Key words :Friendship, philosophy, coexistence.
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