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Abstract:

This research highlights the crime of abstention as a form of negative conduct
that is no less impactful or dangerous than positive actions, despite the limited
attention it receives in criminal legislation. The study aimed to analyze its
legal structure and examine its main applications, particularly in vital areas
such as family relations, healthcare, and public service, where abstention may
lead to punishable outcomes. The research included conceptual analysis and
addressed attempt and complicity in such crimes, with practical examples like
failure to pay alimony or provide assistance. It concluded that criminalizing
these acts requires specific conditions, with penalties varying based on the
outcome and the seriousness of the legal duty breached. Finally, the study
offered recommendations emphasizing that, despite their silent nature, these
crimes pose a real threat to individuals and society, necessitating stronger
recognition in legal texts.
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