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Abstract
Hartmut Rosa’s project is part of the critique of late modern societies, focusing on
the reconstruction of an authentic relationship between humans and the world after
this relationship was disrupted by the accelerated pace of life. The most prominent
characteristic of modern societies is acceleration, which stems from the increasing
speed of technological progress, resulting in time pressure and a constant feeling
of time scarcity. The modern self experiences a state of detachment from time,
accompanied by a loss of meaning and a decline in the quality of life. Rosa regards
these phenomena as negative forms of acceleration. Consequently, he aims to
establish a normative sociology that seeks to uncover the forms of alienation and
the pathologies arising from temporal transformations within these societies.
However, according to Rosa, the solution does not lie solely in slowing down, but
rather in transcending the very logic of acceleration by establishing a new
relationship with the world based on “resonance.” This represents a genuine,
interactive relationship with the world , one that is not founded on domination or
reification, but on openness and responsiveness. This conception is characterized
by its unavailability, making it the direct opposite of the instrumental availability

of the world upheld by modernity.
Keywords: Late modernity, acceleration, alienation, resonance, unavailability



