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Abstract:

This study stems from a scholarly interest in analyzing the socio-cultural
dimension embedded in televised advertising discourse, through a semiological
analysis of a purposive sample of commercials broadcast on El Bilad TV channel.
The research community includes all advertising spots aired on the channel, while
a purposive sampling method was adopted to select commercials rich in symbolic
density and clear socio-cultural representations. Accordingly, three commercials
were chosen for analysis: Hodna Milk, Rouiba Juice, and Sidi Ahmed
DairyProducts.

The study relies on the semiological approach (descriptive method), as it provides
the tools needed to deconstruct the symbolic structure of advertising discourse. It
also employs Roland Barthes’ semiological framework for analyzing visual and
linguistic signs, alongside George Gerbner’s Cultivation Theory, used to
understand the mechanisms of value transmission and the reinforcement of
collective identity through symbolic repetition and representational continuity.

The findings reveal that the analyzed commercials are not merely built upon a
commercial logic, but are rather structured as complex symbolic—cultural
discourses that reproduce notions of belonging, identity, collective memory, and
social relationships. This is achieved through the strategic use of local symbols
(such as clothing, music, places, and rituals), granting the product a
representational depth that transcends its consumable function.

The analysis further revealed a strong cohesion between the visual and auditory
tracks, with the use of multiple languages (Algerian Arabic, Amazigh, French), and
the reinforcement of recurring collective values (such as community, celebration,
authenticity, and joy) aligned with the principles of cultural cultivation. The
director’s aesthetic and semiological awareness is also evident in the careful
selection of music, colors, locations, and characters, enhancing the cognitive and
emotional resonance of the message.

Ultimately, the study concludes that these advertising messages are designed
according to a precise visual-auditory architecture that maintains a balance
between form and content, aiming to produce a multidimensional advertising
discourse. Furthermore, it becomes evident that El Bilad channel constructs an
advertising discourse rooted in national cultural reference points while remaining
selectively open to global visual and technical trends, thereby establishing
advertising as a cultural communication tool that reinforces identity in a
contemporary media context.
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