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Abstract

Abstract:

This study falls within the field of descriptive research and aims to explore the
role of educational podcasts in enhancing religious awareness among students of
the Department of Islamic Sciences at University of Sheikh Larbi Tebessi in
Tebessa. The research stems from a  central question:
What is the role of educational podcasts in fostering religious awareness among
Islamic studies students?

The study sought to achieve several sub-objectives, including:

« Identifying students' habits and patterns of podcast use, as well as their
interaction with this digital medium;

. Determining the motivations that lead them to rely on podcasts as a source
of religious content;

« Highlighting the religious topics that attract the most interest on this
platform;

« And uncovering the main challenges and obstacles that hinder the effective
use of religious podcasts in the university context.

Given the nature of the topic and the communicative phenomenon under
investigation, the survey method was adopted as the primary research approach.
A quota sampling technique was employed, consisting of 100 participants from
the Department of Islamic Sciences. Data were collected through a carefully
constructed questionnaire, designed to address the core axes of the study. The
analysis yielded the following key findings:

« The results revealed that religious podcast technology enjoys significant
popularity among students, with the majority listening on a regular basis,
especially via smartphones.

« In terms of content, topics such as Qur'anic exegesis and Hadith,
jurisprudence, and responses to religious misconceptions emerged as the
most engaging and sought-after. Respondents also expressed a clear
preference for episodes featuring recognized scholars and religious
authorities, which enhances the credibility and scholarly depth of the
content.

o Regarding motivations for use, the primary drivers were religious
knowledge development and self-education. For most participants, podcast
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Abstract

listening is strongly linked to their general interest in religion, and a
significant proportion view podcasts as a viable alternative to traditional

religious instruction.
On the level of gratifications achieved, the majority of students

acknowledged that podcasts contribute to a better understanding of religion,
greater commitment to worship, and clarity in religious responses.
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