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Abstract:

This study belongs to descriptive research and primarily aims to explore the role that TikTok
plays in shaping the mental image of illegal immigration among university students, based on
their exposure to content on the platformWithin the scope of this study, the scientific
objectives were identified as follows: to identify the habits and patterns of TikTok usage
among students, to examine the importance of TikTok in forming a mental image about illegal
immigration, and finally, to determine the gratifications achieved from using TikTok in the

context of illegal immigration.

0 address this topic, a descriptive approac ased on analysis was employed, with a
To add h d h based [ loyed h

questionnaire being used as the data collection tool. The questionnaire was distributed to a
purposive sample of 100 students from the Department of Media and Communication. The

study results revealed the following key findings:

o The majority of participants have been using TikTok for over three years, spending
between one to two hours daily. Short videos were the preferred content type among
respondents, indicating that TikTok has become an essential part of their daily lives,
with a focus on quick, interactive content, reflecting its significant influence on digital
usage behaviors.

o The results showed that many participants believed TikTok contributed to shaping
their mental image of illegal immigration. However, the prevailing mental image was
negative, primarily representing a rejection of the phenomenon. This suggests that the
content shared on TikTok has a substantial impact on shaping opinions on sensitive
issues such as illegal immigration, but this influence may be based on negative

impressions reinforced by content such as images of drowning and death.
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« ltwas also evident that participants felt the available information onillegal
immigration was insufficient, reflecting the need for more fact-based and detailed

information to ensure the provision of balanced and reliable content.

Keyword : TikTok — Irregular migration — Social media platforms — Perception
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