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Abstract:

This study examines the symbolism of resistance in digital media
campaigns to boycott products that support the Zionist entity. This issue
is of particular importance in light of the growing role of digital media in
mobilizing and fighting for just causes. The study focused primarily on
analyzing the campaigns launched by the global Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions (BDS) movement, with the aim of understanding how this
movement employs symbols and visual connotations to serve the
resistance discourse, and how they contribute to enhancing popular
awareness and influencing individual behavior toward boycotting
products associated with the occupation.

The study was based on the question that symbols (such as images,
slogans, colors, and iconic characters such as Handala, among others) are
not merely decorative elements, but rather carry profound meanings and
connotations that contribute to shaping collective consciousness and
building a resistance stance. To achieve the research objectives, the study
adopted a semiological approach to analyze a selected sample of digital
publications related to the BDS movement. The analysis was divided into
three levels: descriptive (what appears in the image or text), descriptive
(identifying direct meanings), and implicit (deep and symbolic meanings).
The results showed that the boycott movement relies heavily on symbols
with emotional and patriotic load, and that these symbols play a pivotal
role in attracting attention, mobilizing audiences, and cementing the idea
of resistance in the collective digital consciousness. The study also
revealed that digital media campaigns are not simply a means of
conveying information, but rather a strategic tool used to produce
meaning and build political and social positions across the digital space.
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