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- Abstract :

This study focused on the deep research in the manifestations of value dimensions included
in the TV advertising for children on the first group of Arab satellite channels (MBC group),
mainly on its first channel (MBCL1), which is characterized by family programs, especially
that investment in the field of children marketing witnessed a great explosion in the last
years, and it became a strategic choice for the biggest international industrial companies.

These adverts haven’t got economic and profit goals only, but they have hidden goals too,
which are social and cultural ones based on promoting a value system that assures long-term
goals realization through creating a future consuming, permanent and loyal community its
nucleus is “today’s children”.

For that reason, the researcher adopted the qualitative approach “Semiotic Analysis” that
allows a deep reading of the TV advertisings’ different constituent elements (visual, audio and
the linguistic message), it permits to reveal the mechanisms of signs systems interaction in it
and the underlying relationships between them, to produce the process of assignments and
interpretations that serves the context of general meaning wanted to be transmitted to the
targeted audience.

The study sample was represented in a code analysis consists of five advertising flashes
among the total ads that the researcher recorded daily, during a period of six months, from
September 2018 to February 2019, and a range of results has been reached, mainly:

1- Children play an essential role in the TV advertisings addressed to their peers, and
they are presented as main characters to give the advertised product a family and a
social dimension which makes it a behavioral reference for the spectator kids as it
helps manipulating fathers and mothers emotions, and build a new status of the child
in his family and in the Arab society.

2- The focus on linking the product with fun and happiness; the ads have been presented
in the form of positive messages showing the child’s ability to please the world around
him. This is what permits to put the product in the children’s interests centre.
Therefore, convince this kids with the messages addressed to them.

3- The creative strategy adopted to incarnate the advertising stories brought together “the
emotional strategy and the mental one” to show the advertised product as the best
solution for the problems and difficulties faced by children and mothers, provoking
emotional stimulations that form a psychological contact (communication) between
the spectator and the ad’s details. In addition, this strategy offers the reading of the
scientific and logical arguments and proofs for the advertised products efficacy, which
facilitates the process of convincing the receivers (especially fathers and mothers) and
enhance their confidence in the advertised brands.

4- To present their products the advertising designers abutted on employing topics that
are considered as unified and universal cases agreed about in all cultures, such as : the
theme of child and mother, health, learning, joy, cleanness... These topics made the



ads acceptable for broadcasting on a TV channel oriented primarily to the Arab
society, which is distinguished by its cultural specificity.

5- Although the series of concepts, on the TV ads oriented to children on MBCL1 channel,
reflects some Arab values whether derived from Islam, the lifestyle or from the basic
Arab value tendencies such as: charity, righteousness of parents, sharing, adherence to
traditional cultural heritage as well as values of openness on other civilizations..., its
essential goal is to attract the Arab spectator’s attention and to prove the advertised
brand’s and product’s positioning in his society, not to promote or enhance these
values, because they will soon appear as just a lure that will be transformed into a sure
call for values mostly distinguished by reflecting cultural and modern dimensions,
through universal and typical values mainly: freedom, independence, modernization,
juvenility, exclusivity, excellence, the limited nuclear family, reliance on scientific
and logical information to justify the taken decisions instead of referring to the
group... These values are incarnated by the semiotic network with its different
component that threatens the conceptual system construction for children, and makes
these values directly linked, in their minds, to consumption.

6- Advertising designers and producing companies are aware that understanding cultural
differences is a key for the international advertising success, and the presence of
paradoxical values in these ads is an evident proof. Although it is addressed to the
Arab society, which is characterized by its cultural and social specificity, the value
paradoxes are present, and the call for what is desired (individual choices) through
modern global values is more present than which is desirable (linked to social norms)
which can be reflected in traditional and local value.

7- TV advertising for children is an area for making and exporting cultural values on a
unified and standardized world scale, especially that the Arab culture has always
known the conflict between what is traditional and modern, between the old and new,
between the past and the future, though its close association with the Islamic religion
is the border between the parties of this conflict.

-Key words: Vvalues, Culture, Dimensions, TV advertising, Child, Significance, Semiotics.
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2 Blog du prof T .I. M (Technologie Informatique et multimedia), Op, Cit, p :1.
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