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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the reform experience in the thought of Jamal al-Din al-Afghani
as a comprehensive intellectual and philosophical project, developed in response to the
civilizational decline that afflicted the Islamic world during the 19th century. The research focuses
on identifying the historical and intellectual contexts that shaped this project, examining its
rational and religious foundations, and tracing al-Afghani's reformist positions and their impact on
modern Arab and Islamic thought. Using a critical analytical approach, the findings reveal that al-
Afghani’s thought is marked by depth and inclusiveness. He advocated for the activation of reason,
criticism of blind imitation, and the integration of religion and politics based on ethical and
consultative principles. The study concludes that his reformist vision remains highly relevant
today, offering a foundational reference for contemporary reform efforts.
Keywords: Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, reform, rationalism, modern Islamic thought,

renaissance, critique of tradition, despotism.
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