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Abstract

This dissertation ventures into a fraught field of knowledge, situated at a
critical juncture facing contemporary Arab thought. Amid the epistemological
impasse posed by the reception of Foucault’s propositions, critical discourse
oscillates between the lure of sterile replication and the risk of superficial
celebration and mimicry. Within this problematic horizon, the study undertakes a
meta-critical task, armed with an interpretive-archaeological arsenal, to
interrogate the conditions under which the Foucauldian methodological toolkit
can be transformed from a mere imported body of knowledge into a productive
and creative critical practice in the Arab context. It takes Zouaoui Beghoura’s
critical project as a theoretical wager and a model laboratory for alternative
rationalities.

From this perspective, the inquiry does not aim to trace the features of
influence, but rather engages in a meta-critical excavation of conceptual discourse.
It questions the extent to which Beghoura succeeds in making a decisive leap
toward critical appropriation and problematic adaptation of Foucauldian
concepts, and investigates the origins of those concepts as a condition of possibility
for an epistemic transformation capable of generating original knowledge within
our crisis-ridden Arab reality.

The study concludes that Beghoura represents one of the most mature Arab
models of creative critical transculturation. He has moved beyond superficial
comprehension to attain a profound, dynamic understanding that grasps the
internal logic of the Foucauldian project in its entirety and its inflections. He has
engaged in a creative localization of Foucault’s tools by adapting them to the Arab
archive (identity, heritage, religion...) and interrogating alternative technologies
of power (the postcolonial nation-state).

His most original contribution lies in the attempt to move beyond
genealogical deconstruction toward the construction of a new horizon. This is
achieved by organically bridging genealogy, which functions as a deconstructive
tool that reveals the violence inherent in origins, with hermeneutics, understood
as a practice oriented toward the exploration of fertile possibilities for meaning.

Through his critical practices, Beghoura has established an act of epistemic
cultivation that not only uproots the authoritarian roots of discourse but also tills
the epistemological soil to sow the seeds of a different future. Ultimately, this
dissertation does not merely offer an analysis of a critic’s project; it presents a
model for analyzing the processes of critical transculturation. It seeks to open a
dialectical horizon that transcends the sterile dichotomy of dependency and
authenticity, and fosters critical dialogue, creative appropriation, and the
production of original knowledge grounded in the questions of the self.

Keywords: Archeology, Interpretation, Conceptual discourse, Zouaoui Beghoura,
Michel Foucault, Critical criticism.
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