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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the visual and symbolic connotations of misleading images
generated by Artificial Intelligence (Al) in the context of the 2023 Gaza War. Its fundamental
importance lies in shedding light on the escalating phenomenon of visual disinformation in the
digital age, where the use of Al in producing images to distort facts and shape public opinion
has proliferated. This significance is further amplified by the centrality of the Palestinian cause
as a deep-rooted Arab and Islamic issue with profound historical and humanitarian dimensions,
making it particularly vulnerable to campaigns of distortion and media manipulation. The study
highlights the urgent need to understand how these misleading images affect the recipient's
perception and to uncover the complex mechanisms through which modern technologies are
used to serve specific agendas. It also effectively contributes to enhancing the public's critical

awareness regarding the necessity of verifying circulated visual content.

To achieve this, the study aims to analyze the visual and symbolic connotations of Al-generated
misleading images during the conflict, reveal the mechanisms and technical characteristics
employed by Al in producing and utilizing deceptive images to influence public perception, and
provide an analytical framework for understanding the nature of Al-driven visual

disinformation and methods to counter it.

The study adopts the semiological approach to decode the latent meanings, applyingitto a
purposive sample of images circulated in the digital space during the 2023 Gaza War. The study
reveals a deeper understanding of the mechanisms by which these images influence public
opinion, making itimpossible for the naked eye to distinguish between authentic and fabricated
content, thus undermining the foundations of objective truth and widely opening the door to
media manipulation. The study confirms that media disinformation, especially through Al-
generated images, is no longer merely a marginal propaganda tool, but has transformed into a
deadly weapon in information warfare, parallel to military conflict, capable of subtly and

profoundly shaping public consciousness and altering media narratives.

Keywords: Misleading Images, Artificial Intelligence, 2023 Gaza War, Media Manipulation,
Media Narrativ
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