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Abstract :

This study seeks to explore societal representations of the harm associated
with the practices of sorcery and witchcraft by shedding light on their social,
psychological, and religious implications. The topic has recently attracted
considerable attention due to its relevance and prevalence in public discourse .

To achieve the research objectives, the descriptive-analytical method was
adopted, employing the associative network technique. Data collection was



primarily conducted using the free word association method. The study was carried
out on a purposive sample consisting of 44 participants.

The analysis revealed that societal representations of the harm caused by
sorcery and witchcraft are overwhelmingly negative, revolving around themes such
as harm, conflict, and illness. These representations reflect a collective
condemnation of both the practice and the practitioner. Importantly, these
perceptions are not merely the result of individual experiences but rather an
expression of deeply ingrained social beliefs that are reproduced unconsciously, in
line with Durkheim’s theoretical perspective .

Furthermore, the findings indicated:

- That societal representations of the harm caused by sorcery and witchcraft
highlight significant social harm .

- That societal representations emphasize the psychological harm resulting
from these practices.

- That such practices are also perceived as causing religious harm .

Keywords: Harm, sorcery and witchcraft practices, sorcery, witchcraft, evil,
separation, illness, envy, hatred.
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