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Abstract:

This dissertation aims to study the phenomenon of rhythm in Abu al-‘Ala’
al-Ma‘arri’sLuzimmalayalzam, viewing it as a stylistic manifestation that
reflects his artistic and aesthetic uniqueness. The study seeks a
comprehensive approach to rhythm, not limited to meter and rhyme, but
extending to include internal rhythm, repetition of phonetic and semantic
structures, syntactic parallelism, and patterns of repetition and contrast — all of
which reflect al-Ma‘arri’s deep philosophical and psychological vision of art,
language, and life.

The research is based on a central hypothesis: that al-Luzimiyyat, despite the
formal constraints it imposes (metrical and lexical), produces a complex
rhythmic structure that challenges both reader and critic. This structure reveals
an exceptional poetic awareness of rhythmic, musical, and linguistic
manipulation, without compromising the philosophical and intellectual depth of
the content.

Accordingly, the study examines the key stylistic features of the collection,
focusing on rhythmic phenomena, the repetition of letters and syllables, as well
as the use of paronomasia and antithesis, metrical choices, and their impact on
creating a rhythm that goes beyond auditory aesthetics to a contemplative,
intellectual dimension rooted in al-Ma‘arri’s thought. The dissertation also
highlights the semantic dimension of this rhythmic construction, showing that it
is not merely decorative or aesthetic, but rather carries psychological and
existential significance in al-Ma‘arri’s poetic experience.

The study concludes that rhythm in Luzidmmalayalzam is not a peripheral
technical feature, but rather an organic component of al-Ma‘arri’s poetic
discourse. It reveals an early modernist consciousness of poetry and affirms his
pioneering role in literary innovation within the history of Arabic literature.

208



