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Abstract
In the field of mechanical engineering, analyzing the behavior of plane structures is

a fundamental task that engineers constantly face. However, traditional methods

for solving these problems are often slow, cumbersome, and error-prone. To

address these challenges, the finite element method provides an efficient and

reliable solution by dividing complex structures into smaller elements, facilitating

to analysis process. This study focuses on the development of a special program

based on the two-dimensional triangular element (T3) to model the mechanical

behavior of plane structures. It calculates basic mechanical properties such as

displacements, stress, and strain, making it a powerful tool for analyzing the

behavior of structures. To ensure the accuracy of the obtained results, they were

verified by comparing them with simulation results extracted from well-known

software. This study aims to contribute to the field of mechanical constructions by

providing an effective solution for performing accurate structural analyses.

Key words: Finite element method, Mechanical behavior, Plane structures,

Structural analysis, 2D triangular element, T3 element.



ملخص
يواجهها الت الساسية الهام من الستوية الياكل سلوك تليل يعد اليكانيكية، الندسة مال ف

، بطيئة تكون ما غالببا الشكلت هذه لل التقليدية الطرق أن ّلَ مستمر. بشكل الهندسون

و ععابَ ًلل الدودة العناصر طريقة توعر التحديت، هذه لواجهة و للخطاء. معرضة و مرهقة،

هذه تركز التحليل. عملية يسهل ما أصغر عناصر ّل العقدة الياكل تقسيم خلل من موثوبًا

السلوك لنمذجة (T3) البعاد ثنائي الثلثي العنصر على يعتمد خاص برنمج تطوير على الدراسة

الجهاد، كالنتقال، الهمة اليكانيكية الصائص بساب يقوم ًيث الستوية، للهياكل اليكانيكي

التحقق ت الاصلة، النتائج دًة لضمان و الياكل. سلوك لتحليل ًوية أداة يعله ما التشوه، و

ّل الدراسة هذه تدف معروعة. براميات من الستخرجة الاكاة نتائج مع مقارنتها خلل من منها

هيكلية تليلت لجراء ععال ًل توعي خلل من اليكانيكية النشاءات مال ف مساهة تقدي

دًيقة.

الياكل، تليل الستوية، الياكل اليكانيكي، السلوك الدودة، العناصر طريقة الفتاًية: الكلمات

.T3 العنصر البعاد، ثنائي مثلثي عنصر
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General Introduction

General Introduction
Mechanical engineering is an important field in the field of engineering, due to its critical

importance in the design, analysis, and maintenance of various systems and structures, whether

in mechanics, civil engineering, transportation, aviation, or other fields.

With the advancement of technology and the complexity of structures and models, it has

become necessary to develop numerical tools that accurately analyze these structures to

understand their behavior. One of the most prominent of these tools is the Finite Element

Method, which is among the most widely used methods for analyzing complex engineering

models, especially those related to mechanical structures. However, this is not complete without

a programming environment to solve complex systems that describe the behavior of materials

under loads.

Hence, the idea of this dissertation came about, which aims to program a two dimensional

(2D) numerical model using the three node triangular element (T3) to analyze the mechanical

behavior of plane structures using MATLAB language. To ensure the reliability of this proposed

program, verification was carried out using ABAQUS software, known for its accurate results,

then to the RDM6 software.

This dissertation is divided into three chapters;

The first chapter covers the general principals of the finite element method, starting with its

historical development and basic concepts, as well as its application areas, up to the types of

elements. It also includes the possible types of analysis and explains the use of each according to

the type of structure being studied.

The second chapter focuses on the mathematical derivations related to the T3 element,

including shape functions, the stiffness matrix, the expression of stresses and strains, and

everything related to the theoretical formulation.

The third chapter introduces the developed program, explaining each phase of the calculation,

from input data to results. It also includes a detailed comparison between the results of the

proposed program and traditional analytic results, as well as with ABAQUS results and finally

with RDM6 to determine the accuracy and efficiency of the developed program. Finally, the

results are then presented in the work.

In conclusion, a summary of the most important results achieved will be presented,

highlighting the contribution of this dissertation to mechanical construction, and addressing

future development prospects that suggest expanding the scope of the study.
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Chapter 1
Generalities and bibliographic synthesis

1.1 Introduction

When studying engineering problems, mathematical models based on differential equations

are used to describe them, but finding accurate solutions to these equations is often complex or

impossible in some cases, so we turn to other alternatives such as practical experiments, but they

may be expensive and time-consuming. With the progress made in the field of computing, many

numerical methods have been developed, the most prominent of which is the finite element

method (FEM), which relies on dividing the engineering field into small parts, so that the

solution within each element is approximated using simple mathematical functions, after which

the elements are collected to obtain an approximate solution to the problem, which makes this

method effective in analyzing complex structures and solving various engineering problems

accurately and efficiently [1].

1.2 Finite element method

1.2.1 Historical evolution

The finite element method emerged from successive developments in engineering and

mathematics, starting with the concept of structural symmetry substitution introduced by

Hrenikoff in1941[2], which replaced continuous structures with discrete meshes to simplify

solutions. McHenry (1943) [3] and Newmark (1947) [4] made further improvements. In the mid-

1950s, Argyris (1955) [5] and Turner et al. (1956) [6] led the development of direct continuity

elements, which became the cornerstone of numerical modeling. Mathematically, the method

was based on the variational methods developed by Rayleigh (1870) [7] and Ritz (1909) [8], as

well as the weighted residual methods founded by Gauss (1795) [9] and further developed by

Galerkin (1915) [10] and Biezeno-Koch (1923) [11]. The finite difference method introduced by

Richardson (1910) [12], Liebmann (1918) [13], and Southwell (1946) [14] also played a role in

the development of numerical solutions. However, the major shift towards the present form of

the FEM came with the introduction of partially continuous empirical functions by Courant

(1943) [15], which divided continuous domains into discrete parts, later enhanced by the work of

Prager-Synge (1947) [16] and Zienkiewicz (1964) [17]. Finally, the variational finite difference

method of Varga (1962) [18] contributed to improving the accuracy of numerical calculations,

making the FEM one of the most important tools used in the analysis of many engineering and

physical problems today [19].
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1.2.2 Definition

The finite element method (FEM) is a numerical analysis technique widely used to study and

solve complex engineering and physical problems, but especially in structural mechanics. This

method is based on dividing the domain into small domains known as elements and connected to

each other at points known as nodes (Fig. 1.1). Through this division, we can search for the

detailed formula for each element and transform differential equations into a set of algebraic

equations that can be solved numerically. The finite element method is used in the analysis of

stresses and deformations in materials and structures, as well as heat transfer, fluid dynamics,

and electromagnetism [20].

Fig. 1.1 Discretization of a structure into nodes and elements (tooth of a gear wheel) [21]

1.3 Classification of FEMModels

Finite element method (FEM) models are categorized based on their dimensionality, with

determines the complexity of the problem and the type of elements used. The three primary

classifications are:

1.3.1 One-Dimensional Finite Element Modeling (1D FEM)

1D elements are used when the structure is extended along a single axis like bar and beam.

Fig. 1.2 Examples of 1D finite element: a) Axial deformation of a bar; b) Bending behavior of a

beam

a) b)
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1.3.2 Two-Dimensional Finite Element Modeling (2D FEM)

Applies to thin structures like plates and shells, using triangular (T3, T6) and quadrilateral

(Q4, Q8) elements with two translational DOF per node.

a) b)

c) d)

Fig. 1.3 Examples of 2D finite element: a) Six-node triangular element; b) Quadrilateral element

with 4 nodes in the natural coordinate; c) Triangular mesh for a geometric domain; d) Simple

three-node triangular element

1.3.3 Three-Dimensional Finite Element Modeling (3D FEM)

3D FEM is for solid structures, using tetrahedral (T4, T10) and hexahedral (H8, H20)

elements, with three translational DOF per node.

a) b)

Fig. 1.4 Examples of 3D finite element: a) Tetrahedral element with 10 nodes; b) hexahedral
element with 20 nodes
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1.4 Steps of the finite element method

To solve any physical or engineering problem using the finite element method, we generally

follow the following sequential steps:

 Dividing the domain: This is the first and important step in the analysis by dividing the

domain into elements that are connected to each other by nodes in order to obtain more

accurate results.

 Element stiffness matrix: Writing the element stiffness matrix for each element in the

domain, so that it accurately represents the mechanical properties of the individual

elements.

 Global stiffness matrix: All the individual element stiffness matrices are collected into one

global matrix that expresses the behavior of the entire system and is used to solve the

equation later.

 Applying boundary conditions: Applying the boundary conditions applied to the system,

fixed supports and loads on the network nodes.

 Solving the global system: This is done by calculating the unknown variables, by solving

a set of linear algebraic equations, using the following relationship [K]{U} = {F}.

1.5 Benefits of the Finite Element Method

The finite element method (FEM) is an effective numerical technique widely used in

engineering, physics, and applied mathematics, enabling the accurate and efficient analysis of

complex systems. Here is some key advantage for FEM:

 It can be used in various engineering disciplines, such as mechanical, civil and

aeronautical engineering and applied in various fields, including structural analysis, fluid

dynamics, heat transfer, electromagnetic, and biomechanics.

 The method can impose all kinds of boundary conditions, such as constrained

displacements, distributed loads and point loads.

 FEM offers stable and reliable solutions for problems involving linear and non-linear

equations.

 This method can analyze composite materials, transformable materials and even materials

whose properties change with time and direction, and it provides numerical solutions that

are close to the actual physical behavior of mechanical structures and systems.

 The results can be improved by reducing the mesh size or using higher resolution

elements, without the need to reformulate the basic equations.

 It can accurately model and analyze complex and large structures, which is difficult using

traditional analysis methods.
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1.6 Plates

1.6.1 Definition

Plates are flat structural elements, but they are not like any ordinary thing; they are

characterized by a small thickness compared to their other dimensions, which are length and

width. They are designed to bear vertical loads on their surface, which leads to a complex and

exciting distribution of stresses between bending and compression [22]. Understanding the

mathematical modeling of plates is an essential part of structural analysis, especially when using

methods such as the FEM, where plates are considered two-dimensional (2D) elements subject to

plate bending theories.

Fig. 1.5 Description of a plate

1.6.2 Types of plates

We can classify plates based on their thickness and mechanical behavior, the most important

of which are:

 Thin plates: These plates are treated using the Kirchhoff-Love theory, which assumes that

deformation in transverse shear can be neglected. We often find these plates used in

structures where the thickness is small compared to the longitudinal dimension, such as

the steel and concrete plates that we encounter daily [23].
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Fig. 1.6 Deflection and rotation of the plate under the influence of loads according to

Kirchhoff plate theory.

 Thick plates: They are dealt with by the Mindlin-Reissner theory, which takes into

account the effects related to transverse shear deformation. Therefore, they are most

suitable for structures with moderate thicknesses relative to longitudinal dimensions, such

as heavy mechanical parts that require strength and reliability [23].

Fig. 1.7 Representation of displacement and rotation according to Mindlin plate theory

There are other types of plates that are classified based on their material properties, and they are:

 Isotropic plates: They are characterized by having the same mechanical properties in all

directions, such as plates made of steel or aluminum, which ensure strength and

reliability.

 Orthotropic plates: Here we are talking about materials that have different properties in

different directions, and this is common in composite structures and laminated materials,

which show complexity and beauty in their designs.
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1.6.3 Field of application

Plates play a fundamental role in many sectors, the most important of which are structural

and mechanical engineering, due to their efficiency in resisting bending and plane forces. Among

the most common applications of these plates are:

 Civil engineering: They can be used in reinforced concrete slabs, bridge decks, and load-

bearing walls, to ensure the structural integrity of buildings and facilities.

 Mechanical and aeronautical engineering: Design of aircraft wings, aircraft structures,

and car body panels, where plates theories are used to achieve the best balance between

weight and strength.

 Marine structures: Plates are used in ship structures and marine facilities to resist

hydrodynamic and mechanical loads.

 They can also be used in industrial applications: in the design of pressure vessels, heat

exchangers, and mechanical parts that depend on resisting high loads.

Finally, we conclude that by incorporating plates into the finite element analysis (FEA)

framework, engineers can predict the distribution of stresses, deformations, and failure

mechanisms, making them an integral part of modern mechanical and structural analysis.

1.7 Plane structures analysis using FEM

Plane structures are engineering systems studied in two dimensions, where one dimension is

negligible compared to the others. Their analysis is classified as follows:

 Plane stress analysis: Used when one dimension is very thin, such as thin metal sheets or

structural walls.

 Plane strain analysis: Used when the structure is very long in one dimension, such as

concrete dams or thick walls [24].

FEM is widely used in plane structure analysis as it provides high accuracy in stress and

deformation calculations, allowing for more efficient and responsive structural designs [25].

1.8 Conclusion

The finite element method (FEM) is a very important tool in structural analysis, as it

provides accuracy and efficiency in modeling complex engineering problems. In this chapter, we

discussed the most important concepts of this method, which are historical development, and

basic principles. The role of the FEM in engineering continues to expand, making it essential for

advanced simulation. In the next chapter, we will discuss the mathematical formulation of two

dimensional (2D) triangular finite elements for a plane structure.
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Chapter 2
Two dimensional triangular finite element

2.1 Introduction

Engineering and applied sciences rely heavily on modeling structures and physical

phenomena to analyze and predict their behavior. Numerical methods especially the finite

element method FEM play a fundamental role in this modeling as a powerful numerical tool used

to analyze complex engineering problems. In two-dimensional analysis (2D FEM), triangular

elements, whether three-node or six-node triangular elements, are widely used compared to

quadrilateral elements due to their ability to adapt to irregular shapes and the ease of dividing the

domain into a network of automatic triangles, making them a preferred choice for simulating

mechanical behavior in various engineering applications. These elements rely on shape functions

that allow the estimation of displacements and stresses within each element. The triangular

element T3 provides a linear approximation of displacement, while the triangular element T6

provides higher accuracy using quadratic shape functions, which improves the results of

numerical analysis [25-26].

This chapter aims to introduce the mathematical foundations for 2D triangular finite elements.

This numerical formulation will help in understanding how triangulation finite elements can be

applied in the analysis and design of engineering structures to ensure efficient and accurate

prediction of their mechanical behavior.

2.2 Classification of two-dimensional finite element

Two-dimensional elements are classified according to their geometric shape and the number

of nodes that define them. The most common elements are triangular elements and quadrilateral

elements. Triangular elements are useful for dividing irregular domains due to their flexibility in

representing complex geometric shapes, while quadrilateral elements are used in regular shapes

and provide better accuracy for these shapes. However, they pose challenges in meshing

complex geometric shapes, which makes triangular elements preferred and more used in cases

where flexibility is in meshing. However, in this study, we will focus only on two-dimensional

triangular elements, specifically on the three-node element (T3), due to their importance in

analyzing the behavior of plane structures using the finite element method.

2.3 Types of 2D triangular elements

Triangular elements are further classified based on the number of nodes per element:

 Three-node linear triangular element (T3)

 The simplest form of a two-dimensional finite triangular element, containing three

nodes at the vertices of the triangle.
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 The shape functions are linear, resulting in low accuracy compared to higher-order

elements.

 Computationally simple.

 Used in irregularly distributed networks due to its flexibility in representing complex

geometric shapes.

 Six-node quadratic triangular element (T6)

 A triangular element containing 6 nodes: 3 at the vertices and 3 at the midpoints of

the sides.

 The shape functions are quadratic, providing high accuracy in the results.

 More efficient in approximation compared to T3, but requires larger and more

complex calculations.

 Reduces the need for a large number of elements compared to T3.

The selection between T3 and T6 elements depends on the accuracy requirements and

computational limitations of the analysis. If accuracy is not very important but the goal is to

simplify the calculations, T3 is used. If the required accuracy is high, T6 is preferred because it

provides a better approximation at a higher computational cost.

2.4 Mathematical formulation of 2D triangular finite element

The two-dimensional finite element formulation relies on the fundamental principles of

continuum mechanics and numerical approximation, where the displacement field within each

triangular element is expressed using shape functions, which specify how nodal displacements

affect the motion of any point within the element. To develop a robust mathematical framework,

these key steps must be considered:

1. The shape functions

2. Strain-displacement relationship

3. The element stiffness matrix

4. Global system assembly

2.5 Triangular element T3

A triangular element T3 is called a finite triangular element that has straight sides with a

node at each end (Fig. 2.1). A T3 element has 6 degrees of freedom (DOF), with 2 DOF per node.

� � = �1 �1 �2 �2 �3 �3 (2.1)
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Fig. 2.1 First-order triangular element(T3) and its degrees of freedom

2.5.1 Linear shape function

The shape functions define how the displacement varies inside an element based on the nodal

values (Fig. 2.2).

Fig. 2.2 Positions of shape functions

The chosen approximation function for this element is in the form:

� �, � = �1 + �2� + �3�
� �, � = �4 + �5� + �6�

(2.2)

The function u and v describe the displacement of any point inside the triangle.

In matrix form, equation (2.2) becomes:

�(�, �)
�(�, �) = 1 � � 0 0 0

0 0 0 1 � �

�1
�2
�3
�4
�5
�6

(2.3)

To determine the coefficients �� ,we substitute the values of the coordinates (�� , ��)of nodes1,2

and 3:
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� �1, �1 = �1 = �1 + �2 �1 + �3 �1
� �1, �1 = �1 = �4 + �5 �1 + �6 �1
� �2, �2 = �2 = �1 + �2 �2 + �3 �2
� �2, �2 = �2 = �4 + �5 �2 + �6 �2
� �3, �3 = �3 = �1 + �2 �3 + �3 �3
� �3, �3 = �3 = �4 + �5 �3 + �6 �3

(2.4)

If we consider the equation of � :
�1
�2
�3�
�

=
1 �1 �1
1 �2 �2
1 �3 �3� � ���� ���

�

�1
�2
�3�
��

(2.5)

The values �� are continuous by inversion of this system:

� = � −1 � (2.6)

To invert � we can use the cofactor method :

� −1 =
1

2�

�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3

(2.7)

With:

2� = ���
1 �1 �1
1 �2 �2
1 �3 �3

(2.8)

2A: The area of triangular, calculated from the determinant of �

2� = �1(�2 − �3) + �2 �3 − �1 + �3 (�1 − �2) (2.9)

With:
�1 = �2 �3 − �3 �2 ; �1 = �2 − �3 ; �1 = �3 − �2
�2 = �3�1 − �1�3 ; �2 = �3 − �1 ; �2 = �1 − �3
�3 = �1 �2 − �2 �1 ; �3 = �1 − �2 ; �3 = �2 − �1

(2.10)

Once the �� are determined, we can write the following relation:

�1
�2
�3

=
1

2�

�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3

�1
�2
�3

(2.11)

We can extend this result:

�4
�5
�6

=
1

2�

�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3

�1
�2
�3

(2.12)

We can thus develop a general expression of the function � �, � of displacement (� �, � are

the same approach) as a function of the variables x, y and ��, ��, �� and the nodal displacements

�1, �2, and �3
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� = 1 � �
�1
�2
�3

(2.13)

If we substitute (2.11) into (2.13), we obtain:

� =
1

2�
1 � �

�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3
�1 �2 �3

�1
�2
�3

(2.14)

After development:

� �, � =
1

2�
1 � �

�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3
�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3
�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3

(2.15)

� �, � =
1

2�
(�1 + �1� + �1�� � ���� ��� )

�1 �, �

�1 + (�2 + �2� + �2�� � ���� ��� )
�2 �, �

�2 + (�3 + �3� + �3�� � ���� ��� )
�3 �, �

�3 (2.16)

By analogy:

� �, � =
1

2�
(�1 + �1� + �1�� � ���� ��� )

�1 �, �

�1 + (�2 + �2� + �2�� � ���� ��� )
�2 �, �

�2 + (�3 + �3� + �3�� � ���� ��� )
�3 �, �

�3 (2.17)

We thus define the function of form:

�1 �, � =
1

2�
�1 + �1� + �1�

�2 �, � =
1

2�
(�2 + �2� + �2�)

�3 �, � =
1

2�
(�3 + �3� + �3�)

(2.18)

In equations (2.16) and (2.17) are recite as follows:

� �, �
� �, � = �1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3

�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3

(2.19)

Or:

�(�, �)
�(�, �) = �1 0 �2

0 �1 0
0 �3 0

�2 0 �3� � �������� �������
�

�1
�1
�2
�2
�3
�3

(2.20)

Finally, in matrix form:

� = � � (2.21)

2.5.2 Plane stress and Plane strain

To simplify a 3D problem to a 2D problem, there are two approaches, the first is based on the

plane stress hypothesis and the second on the plane strain hypothesis.
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2.5.2.1 Plane stress state

This state exists in the case of thin structures when there are no forces parallel to the

thickness. The components of the stress tensor ���, ���, ��� are in this case very small and can be

neglected. The stress field in the planes becomes x and y, as shown in Fig. 2.3.

Fig. 2.3 Representation of the stress field in a plane stress state

The stress vector becomes:

� � = ��� ��� ��� (2.22)

For a stress state:

Hook’s law allows us to write:

��� =
−�
� (��� + ���)

Where:

E: Young’s modulus

�: Poisson’s ratio

(2.24)

And ��� = ��� = 0 (2.25)

In the (x, y) plane the strain vector is given by the relation:

� � = ��� ��� ��� (2.26)

��� and ��� are the normal strains in the x and y directions, and ��� is the shear strain

corresponding to the shear stress ��� .

The total strain consists of two components: mechanical strain resulting from external forces,

and thermal strain resulting from temperature changes.

��� = ��� = ��� = 0 (2.23)
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Mechanical strain:

And thermal strain:

��
� = ��� ��� 0

Where:

�: Coefficient of thermal expansion

��: Change in temperature

(2.28)

Hook’s law which links stresses to strain, is written as:

With:

2.5.2.2 Plane strain state

Solid of constant cross-section with a very large dimension compared to the other two (Fig.

2.4). If the solid is stressed in the (x, y) plane, the strain ��� is very small and can be neglected

for the case of mechanical deformation.

� � = ��� ��� ��� (2.31)
And

��� = ��� = ��� = 0 (2.32)

Fig. 2.4 Representation of the strain field in a plane strain state

Hook’s law allows us to write:

��
� = ��� ��� ��� (2.27)

� = � �� + �� (2.29)

� =
�

1 − �2

1 � 0
� 1 0

0 0
1 − �

2

(2.30)
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��� = �(��� + ���) (2.33)

The matrix [D] becomes in the case:

2.5.3 Strain-displacement relation

The strain-displacement relationship is a fundamental step in the FEM, as it allows the nodal

displacements to be linked to the strains within the element via a mathematical matrix known as

the [B] matrix, which is later used to calculate the stiffness and strain matrix. The strain vector

associated with a two-dimensional (2D) state, is given as follows:

If we substitute the relation (2.2) into (2.36), we obtain:

��� =
��
��

= �2

��� =
��
��

= �6

��� =
��
��

+
��
��

= �3 + �5

(2.37)

From relation (2.37), we notice the strain in the element is constant. The element is thus named

constant strain triangle (CST).

If we use the relation (2.19):

� �, �
� �, � = �1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3

�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3

If we use the relation (2.18), we obtain:

��1

��
=

1
2�

�
��

�1 + �1� + �1� =
�1

2�
(2.39)

Likewise:

� =
�

(1 + �)(1 − 2�)

1 − � � 0
� 1 − � 0

0 0
1 − 2�

2

(2.34)

In addition:
2��� = ��� (2.35)

� =
���
���
���

=

��
��
��
��

��
��

+
��
��

(2.36)

��
��

=
�
��

(�1(�, �)�1 + �2(�, �)�2 + �3(�, �)�3) (2.38)
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��2

��
=

�2

2�
���

��3

��
=

�3

2�
(2.40)

So:

��
��

=
1

2�
(�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3) (2.41)

Similarly:

��
��

=
1

2�
(�1�1 + �2�2 + �3�3) (2.42)

And:

��
��

+
��
��

=
1

2�
(�1�1 + �1�1 + �2�2 + �2�2 + �3�3 + �3�3) (2.43)

If we substitute the relation (2.41), (2.42) and (2.43) in the relation (2.36) we obtain:

� =
1

2�

�1 0 �2
0 �1 0
�1 �1 �2

0 �3 0
�2 0 �3
�2 �3 �3

�1
�1
�2
�2
�3
�3

(2.44)

In matrix form:

The matrix [B] called gradient matrix which links the strains to the displacements is independent

of the variables x and y.

2.5.4 Stress-Strain Relationship

The stress-strain relationship is used to understand how a material responds to applied loads,

and is a fundamental step in any structural analysis. In general, this relationship is written as

follows:

���
���
���

= �
���
���
���

(2.47)

If we substitute the relation (2.45) into equation (2.47), we obtain:

� = � � �� (2.48)

2.5.5 Integration over a triangular element

The following formulas can be used to calculate integrals over the side or area of a triangular

element [27]:

� = � �� (2.45)

With

� = �[�] (2.46)
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 Integrals over length

�

��
�� ��

��� =
�! �!

� + � + 1 !
���

(2.49)

Where: dl represents a length between nodes i and j.

 Integrals over area

�

��
�� ��

���
��� =

�! �! �!
� + � + � + 2 !

2� (2.50)

Where: dA represents area of elements.

Since the shape functions of a triangular element Ni (x, y) are defined in terms of the coordinates

x and y, they can be replaced by the area coordinates Li (x, y) to perform the integration.

2.5.6 Elementary Stiffness Matrix

The stiffness matrix is derived in the finite element method based on the principle of the

internal strain energy stored in the element when subjected to displacement. This energy

represents to work done by the internal forces and is given by the equation:

� =
1
2 �

������ (2.51)

Substituting equations (2.45) and (2.48) into equation (2.51), we find

� =
1
2 ��

�(
�

� � � � . �. ��) ��� =
1
2 ��

� � ��
(2.52)

We conclude that the elemental stiffness matrix for a 2D element is given by the following

relation:

� � =
�

� � �� � �� (2.53)

With:

[B]: The strain-displacement matrix given by the relation (2.44)

[C]: the stress-strain matrix given by the relation (2.30)

Since [B] and[C] are constant inside a linear triangular element, the integral simplifies to:

� � = � � � � �. � (2.54)

t: Thickness of the element

A: Surface area of the element

The elementary force vector is given by the following relation, written in the plane:
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� � =
�

� � �� �� ��
� � ����� ����

�

+
�

� � ��
��

� ��
� � ���� ���

��

+
�

� � �� ��
� � ���� ���

���

(2.55)

I: Thermal forces

II: Body force

III: Distributed load

[N]: Is given by relation (2.22). the first term of equation (2.55) is easily evaluated because all its

components are constant:

�
� � �� �� �� = � � � �� �. � (2.56)

This term (I) exists if and only if it corresponds to a thermal load (expansion) due to a

temperature variation.

The second term (II) in relation (2.55) becomes:

�
� � ��

��
� �� =

�
� � ��

��
�.� �� = �

��
�� �

�1 0
0 �1

�2 0
0 �2

�3 0
0 �3

� �� (2.57)

Individual integrals over the area including the shape functions are evaluated using the formulas

for integration over a triangle. Applying relation (2.50), we find the following:

��

�1��� =
��

�1
1� �2

0�3
0�� =

1! 0! 0!
1 + 0 + 0 + 2 !

2�� =
1
3

��
(2.58)

��

�2��� =
��

�1
0� �2

1�3
0�� =

0! 1! 0!
0 + 1 + 0 + 2 !

2�� =
1
3

��
(2.59)

��

�3��� =
��

�1
0� �2

0�3
1�� =

0! 0! 1!
0 + 0 + 1 + 2 !

2�� =
1
3

��
(2.60)

Substituting in relation (2.57), we get:

�
� � ��

��
� �� =

��. �
3

��
��

��
��
��
��

(2.61)
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Assume that the element shown in Fig. 2.5 is subjected to a uniformly distribution load of

magnitude “q”, applied perpendicular to side 2-3 and at an angle � to the overall x-axis.

Therefore, the components of this load are written as follows:

� = −�����
−�����

(2.62)

Fig. 2.5 Uniformly distributed load in a triangular element [27]

So the third term (III) of equation (2.55) is evaluated as:

�
� � �� �� =

�2−3

0 0
0 0

�2 0
0 �2

�3 0
0 �3

� −�����
−����� �. �� = �

�2−3

0
0

− �2�����
− �2�����
− �3�����
− �3�����

��� (2.63)

The integrals along a triangle are evaluated using the integration formula over a side of triangle

given in equations (2.49). Applying this formula, equation (2.63) becomes:

�
� � �� �� = �

0
0

−������2−3 2
−������2−3 2
−������2−3 2
−������2−3 2

(2.64)

2.6 Example calculation of triangular element T3

This example aims to study the behavior of a two-dimensional plane plate subjected to

concentrated forces (Fig. 2.6), using two-dimensional finite elements of the triangular type with

three-node (T3). The analysis is based on the use of the plane stress assumption, while neglecting

body force compared to the applied concentrated forces. We will analyze the system by

determining the unknown nodal displacements and the reaction at support, the element stresses

and strains.

Given: E= 210103 MPa, = 0.25, t=10 mm, P=1 KN
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Fig. 2.6 Example of the calculation of a triangular element T3

The steps to follow to solve this problem are:

1. Properties of the structure: The structural characteristics will be summarized in the

following tables Table 2.1 and Table 2.2.

Table 2.1 Nodal coordinates of the structure

Table 2.2 Element connectivity

Elements
Number

Nodes

1 2 3
1 1 2 3
2 1 3 4

2. Discretize of the structure: The plate is divided into two triangular finite elements with 3

nodes, where each node has 2 degrees of freedom, 1(1,2), 2(3,4), 3(5,6) and 4(7,8), as well as

two displacements per node as shown in Fig. 2.7.

Node x (mm) y (mm)
1 0 0
2 100 0
3 100 50
4 0 50
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Fig. 2.7 Discretization of the triangular elements

3. Shape function: The shape function N1, N2 and N3 are given by the following relations:

�1 �, � =
1

2�
�1 + �1� + �1�

�2 �, � =
1

2�
(�2 + �2� + �2�)

�3 �, � =
1

2�
(�3 + �3� + �3�)

 Element 1: to find the shape function we do the following calculations:

- Calculate the area of triangle:

2� =
1 �1 �1
1 �2 �2
1 �3 �3

=
1 0 0
1 100 0
1 100 50

= 5000 ��2

� =
5000

2
= 2500 ��2

- The coefficients:

So:

�1 �, � =
1

2�
�1 + �1� + �1� =

1
5000

5000 − 50� = 1 −
1

100 �

�2 �, � =
1

2�
�2 + �2� + �2� =

1
5000

50� − 100� =
1

100
� −

1
50

�

�3 �, � =
1

2�
�3 + �3� + �3� =

1
5000

100� =
1

50
�

 Element 2:

�1 = �2 �3 − �3 �2 = 5000 �1 = �2 − �3 =− 50 �1 = �3 − �2 = 0

�2 = �3�1 − �1�3 = 0 �2 = �3 − �1 = 50 �2 = �1 − �3 =− 100

�3 = �1 �2 − �2 �1 = 0 �3 = �1 − �2 = 0 �3 = �2 − �1 = 100
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- Area of triangle:

2� =
1 �1 �1
1 �2 �2
1 �3 �3

=
1 0 0
1 100 50
1 0 50

= 5000 ��2

� =
5000

2
= 2500 ��2

- The coefficients: The coefficients are obtained as follows:

So:

�1 �, � =
1

2�
�1 + �1� + �1� =

1
5000

5000 − 100� = 1 −
1

50
�

�2 �, � =
1

2�
�2 + �2� + �2� =

1
5000

50� =
1

100
�

�3 �, � =
1

2�
�3 + �3� + �3� =

1
5000

−50� + 100� =−
1

100
� +

1
50

�

4. Element stiffness matrices: Calculate the stiffness matrix for each triangular element (T3)

using the finite element method (FEM).

Element 1: Between nodes 1(1,2), 2(3,4) and 3(5,6), with strain-displacement matrix [B], stress-

strain matrix [C], area A, and thickness t.

� (1) = �(1) � � � (1)�. �

� (1) =
1

2�

�1 0 �2
0 �1 0
�1 �1 �2

0 �3 0
�2 0 �3
�2 �3 �3

=
1

100

−1 0 1
0 0 0
0 −1 −2

0 0 0
−2 0 2
1 2 0

For plane stress:

� =
�

1 − �2

1 � 0
� 1 0

0 0
1 − �

2

=
210 × 103

1 − 0.252

1 0.25 0
0.25 1 0

0 0
0.75

2

= 56 × 103
4 1 0
1 4 0
0 0 1.5

So:

� 1 =
1

100
×

−1 0 0
0 0 −1
1 0 −2
0 −2 1
0 0 2
0 2 0

× 56 × 103
4 1 0
1 4 0
0 0 1.5

×
1

100

−1 0 1
0 0 0
0 −1 −2

0 0 0
−2 0 2
1 2 0

× 2500 × 10

�1 = �2 �3 − �3 �2 = 5000 �1 = �2 − �3 = 0 �1 = �3 − �2 =− 100

�2 = �3�1 − �1�3 = 0 �2 = �3 − �1 = 50 �2 = �1 − �3 = 0

�3 = �1 �2 − �2 �1 = 0 �3 = �1 − �2 =− 50 �3 = �2 − �1 = 100
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And from it we find:

� (1) = 104 ×

56 0 −56 28 0 −28
0 21 42 −21 −42 0

−56 42 140 −70 −84 28
28 −21 −70 245 42 −224
0 −42 −84 42 84 0

−28 0 28 −224 0 224

Element 2: Between nodes 1(1,2), 3(5,6) and 4(7,8), with strain-displacement matrix [B], stress-

strain matrix [C], area A, and thickness t.

� (2) = �(2) � � � (2)�. �

� (2) =
1

2�

�1 0 �2
0 �1 0
�1 �1 �2

0 �3 0
�2 0 �3
�2 �3 �3

=
1

100

0 0 1
0 −2 0

−2 0 0

0 −1 0
0 0 2
1 2 −1

Substituting into the equation, we find:

� 2 =
1

100

0 0 −2
0 −2 0
1 0 0
0 0 1

−1 0 2
0 2 −1

56 × 103
4 1 0
1 4 0
0 0 1.5

1
100

0 0 1
0 −2 0

−2 0 0

0 −1 0
0 0 2
1 2 −1

2500 × 10

� 2 = 104 ×

84 0 0 −42 −84 42
0 224 −28 0 28 −224
0 −28 84 0 −56 28

−42 0 0 21 42 −21
−84 28 −56 42 140 −70
42 −224 28 −21 −70 245

5. Assemble the global stiffness matrix: After calculating the stiffness matrix for each element,

we combine them into a single matrix known as the global stiffness matrix (GSM).

��� (���) = (����/� ∗ ��) × (����/� ∗ ��) = (2 × 4) × (2 × 4) = 8 × 8

After assembly and calculating, we find the final expression for the global stiffness matrix as

follows:
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� = 104

140 0 −56 28 0 −70 −84 42
0 245 42 −21 −70 0 28 −224

−56 42 140 −70 −84 28 0 0
28 −21 −70 245 42 −224 0 0
0 −70 −84 42 140 0 −56 28

−70 0 28 −224 0 245 42 −21
−84 28 0 0 −56 42 140 −70
42 −224 0 0 28 −21 −70 245

6. Force vector in each element: In this study, it was assumed that the concentrated force (P) is

applied to node 2 in x-direction, and also (P,10P) at node 3. As for the rest of the nodes, they are

free.

 Element 1: between nodes 1, 2 and 3, concentrated force at nodes 2 and 3, �2� = � ,

�3� = �
2
and �3� =− 5�

� (1) =

0
0
�
0
�
2

−5�

1
2
3
4
5
6

 Element 2: between nodes 1, 3 and 4, concentrated force at nodes 3, �3� = �
2

and

�3� =− 5�

� 2 =

0
0
�
2

−5�
0
0

1
2
5
6
7
8

7. Global force vector: We collect all the obtained force vectors to obtain the global force

vector, taking into account the degrees of freedom.

� =

0
0
�
0
�

−10�
0
0

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
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8. Application of boundary conditions: The boundary conditions applied in the study are

shown in Table 2.3.

Table 2.3 Boundary conditions applied to the case study

Nodes Boundary conditions Displacements Forces

Node 1 Double supports u1=0 and v1=0 R1x=? and R1y=?

Node 2 Simple supports u2=? and v2=0 F2x=P and R2y=?

Node 3 Concentrated forces u3=? and v3=? F3x=P and F3y= ­10P

Node 4 Double supports u4=0 and v4=0 R4x=? and R4y=?

9. Formation of the global system: solving the global system to determine the unknown

variables, using the relationship [K]{U} ={F}

104

140 0 −56 28 0 −70 −84 42
0 245 42 −21 −70 0 28 −224

−56 42 140 −70 −84 28 0 0
28 −21 −70 245 42 −224 0 0
0 −70 −84 42 140 0 −56 28

−70 0 28 −224 0 245 42 −21
−84 28 0 0 −56 42 140 −70
42 −224 0 0 28 −21 −70 245

.

0
0
�2
0
�3
�3
0
0

=

0
0

� = 1000
0

� = 1000
� =− 10000

0
0

10. Solution: To calculate the unknown displacements we eliminate columns and rows with zero

displacement 1, 2, 4, 7, and 8, the system becomes as follows:

104
140 −84 28
−84 140 0
28 0 245

�2
�3
�3

=
1000
1000

−10000

We use the Gaussian elimination method to solve a system of equations with three unknowns:

 Step 1: Simplify the system by dividing both sides by 104 to make the calculations easier.

140 −84 28
−84 140 0
28 0 245

�2
�3
�3

=
0.1
0.1
−1

 Step 2: Create the augmented matrix
140 −84 28
−84 140 0
28 0 245

0.1
0.1
−1

 Step 3:Make the numbers under the diagonal of the matrix equal to zero

- Eliminate element (2,1): We calculate the coefficient
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�21 =
−84
140

=− 0.6

We use the following relationship to find the new row:

�2 = �2 + 0.6�1 =

−84 + 0.6 × 140 = 0
140 + 0.6 × −84 = 89.6

0 + 0.6 × 28 = 16.8
0.1 + 0.6 × 0.1 = 0.16

New row: 0 89.6 16.8 0.16

- Eliminate element (3,1): We calculate the coefficient

�31 =
28

140
= 0.2

We use the following relationship to find the new row:

�3 = �3 − 0.2�1 =

28 − 0.2 × 140 = 0
0 − 0.2 × −84 = 16.8
245 − 0.2 × 28 = 239.4
−1 − 0.2 × 0,1 =− 1.02

New row: 0 16.8 239.4 −1.02

- Elimination element (3,2): We calculate the coefficient

�32 =
16.8
89.6

= 0.1875

We use the following relationship to find the new row:

�3 = �3 − 0.1875. �2 =
16.8 − 0.1875 × 89.6 = 0

239.4 − 0.1875 × 16.8 = 236.25
−1.02 − 0.1875 × 0.16 =− 1.05

New row: 0 0 236.25 −1.05

 Step 4: Put the new rows in place and the system becomes:
140 −84 28
0 89.6 16.8
0 0 236.25

�2
�3
�3

=
0.1
0.16

−1.05

Finally, we find:

�3 =
−1.05
236.25
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�3 =
0.16 − 16.8�3

89.6
=

55.44
21168

�2 =
0.1 + 84�3 − 28�3

140
=

7
2205

The results are as follows:

�2 = 3.175 × 10−3 ��
�3 = 2.619 × 10−3 ��
�3 =− 4.444× 10−3 ��

To calculate the reactions at the supports, we consider equations 1, 2, 4, 7 and 8, and replace the

displacement �2, �3 and �3 with their previously calculated values:

�1� = 104 × −56 �2 + −70 �3 = 1333 �

�1� = 104 × 42�2 + −70 �3 =− 500 �

�2� = 104 × −70 �2 + 42�3 + −224 �3 = 8833 �

�4� = 104 × −56 �3 + 42�3 =− 3333 �

�4� = 106 × 28�3 + −21 �3 = 1667 �

11. Calculating strains element: The strains in element 1 and 2 are calculated from the relation:

� � = � � ��
�

 For element 1: The nodal displacement vector given by:

� 1 = 0 0 �2 0 �3 �3

So:

� (1) = � (1) ��
(1) =

1
100

−1 0 1
0 0 0
0 −1 −2

0 0 0
−2 0 2
1 2 0

0
0
�2
0
�3
�3

After solving, we obtained the following results:

� (1) =
���
���
���

=
3.175 × 10−5

−8.889 × 10−5

−1.111 × 10−5

 For element 2: The nodal displacement vector given by:

� (2) = 0 0 �3 �3 0 0

Therefore:
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� 2 = � 2 ��
2 =

1
100

0 0 1
0 −2 0

−2 0 0

0 −1 0
0 0 2
1 2 −1

0
0
�3
�3
0
0

After calculation, we find:

� (2) =
���
���
���

=
2.619 × 10−5

0
−4.444 × 10−5

12. Element stresses: To calculate the element stress for each element, we use the following

relationship between stress and strain: � � = � � �

When we substitute it into the equation for element 1, we find as follows:

� 1 =
���
���
���

= 56 × 103
4 1 0
1 4 0
0 0 1.5

3.175 × 10−5

−8.889 × 10−5

−1.111 × 10−5
=

2.133
−18.133
−0.933

���

And from the element 2 we get:

� 2 =
���
���
���

= 56 × 103
4 1 0
1 4 0
0 0 1,5

2.619 × 10−5

0
−4.444 × 10−5

=
5.866
1.466

−3.733
���

After calculating the nodal displacements and element strains, as well as the element stresses, we

will extract their results in Table 2.4 and Table 2.5

Table 2.4 Results obtained from calculating the displacements in the system

Nodes Displacements u (mm) Displacements v (mm) Forces /x-axis Forces /y-axis

Node 1 u1=0 v1=0 R1=1333 N R1=-500 N

Node 2 u2=3.17510-3 v2=0 R2=1000 N R2=8833 N

Node 3 u3=2.61910-3 v3=-4.44410-3 R3=1000 N R3=-10000 N

Node 4 u4=0 v4=0 R4=-3333 N R4=1667 N

Table 2.5 The basic results that relate to each element of the case studied

Elements Element strains Element stresses (MPa)

Element 1
���
���
���

=
3.175 × 10−5

−8.889 × 10−5

−1.111 × 10−5

���
���
���

=
2.133

−18.133
−0.933

Element 2
���
���
���

=
2.619 × 10−5

0
−4.444 × 10−5

���
���
���

=
5.866
1.466

−3.733
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2.7 Conclusion

In this chapter, we discussed the mathematical foundations of the two-dimensional finite

element method using triangular elements, with emphasis on the derivation of shape functions,

stiffness matrix, and stress-strain relationships. The plane stress and plan strain cases are

analyzed and the equations associated with them are derived. Finally, a numerical example is

presented to illustrate the application of the methodology. This analysis lays the foundation for

the next chapter, where the model will be implemented programmatically in MATLAB and its

accuracy verified by comparison with the results of commercial software ABAQUS and

educational software RDM6.



Chapter 3: Programing and validation

Chapter 3
Programming and validation

3.1 Programming languages

3.1.1 Overview of programing languages

Programming languages play a fundamental role in controlling systems and machines as a set

of instructions that include symbols and rules, enabling programmers to give commands to

computers for execution. Although the scope of programming languages is very broad, they can

be classified into high-level languages and low-level languages. High-level languages resemble

human language, are easier to use, and are abstract, allowing code to be written in an organized

and readable manner, such as MATLAB, Java, Python, and C++. Low-level languages, such as

machine language and assembly language, are closer to the native computer language, highly

efficient and complex, making them difficult to understand and read [28].

Fig. 3.1 The most popular programming languages in various fields

3.1.2 How programming languages evolved

Programming languages have evolved significantly since their inception. Konrad Zuse

introduced the first high-level programming language in 1946, called Plankalkül, but it was

never used in practice. In 1957, John Backus led a team at the International Business Machines

(IBM) to develop Fortran, which became the first high-level programming language widely used

in scientific computing. C followed between 1969 and 1973, developed by Dennis Ritchie and

the basis of modern operating systems. In the 1980s, C++, developed by Bjarne Stroustrup,

emerged, followed by Java in 1995, providing a platform-independent operating system. In

recent years, Python (1991) and Julia (2012) have gained significant popularity in numerical

analysis [29]. Despite the emergence of several languages, MATLAB, developed in the 1970s,

remains a key tool in engineering applications, particularly in finite element analysis (FEA).
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3.1.3 Development tools

Development tools are essential components of software development, testing, and

implementation. These tools vary depending on the needs of developers. Text editors such as

Notepad++ and Visual Studio Code provide a simple interface for writing code. Integrated

Development Environments (IDEs) such as Visual Studio and Eclipse provide advanced features

such as debugging, project management, and converting code into executable programs [30].

Compilers such as C, C++, Java and many others convert high-level programming language code

into executable code. Interpreters like Python, Ruby and MATLAB provide a mechanism for

executing code directly without the need for prior compilation. Finally, version control systems

such as SVN and Git track code changes and ensure good coordination among developers [31].

3.1.4 Basic concepts in programming

Concepts in programming are the foundation for building any program, as they contain a set

of elements represented by variables, function, conditional statement, data types and looping.

Variables are memory locations that store values such as numbers and strings. Functions are

independents units of code that perform specific tasks and can be called at any time within the

program to reduce repetition. Conditional statement such as if and else allow the program to

make decisions based on specific conditions. Looping is performed through commands such as

for and while to execute code multiple times, allowing the programmer to perform repeated

operations on a set of data or repeat specific tasks [32]. Finally, data types help classifies what

information a variable can hold and what can be done with it, such as booleans, strings, integer

and float [29].

3.1.5 Development of programming paradigms

Programming languages have undergone significant developments to meet the needs of

different computational paradigms. The procedural paradigm began with the sequential

execution of instructions using variables to store data. Despite its widespread popularity, it faces

numerous challenges, such as limited support for parallel computing. Other paradigms have

emerged to address these challenges, including the functional paradigm based on mathematical

functions, and object-oriented paradigms (OOP), which allows developers to write flexible and

reusable programs for objects to interact with each other via messages [33].

3.1.6 Programming language used in numerical and engineering analysis

Programming languages are essential tools for building software for numerical analysis, and

they vary in performance and library support. Fortran is widely used in advanced engineering

programs such as ABAQUS and ANSYS due to its high performance and efficiency in

numerical calculations. C and C++ have high memory management performance and support for
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object-oriented programming, making them suitable for performing large calculations.

MATLAB provides an integrated environment that facilitates the implementation of

mathematical operations, differential equations, and numerical analysis, and provides powerful

tools for graphing and visualizing results, making it ideal for academic research and

development. However, in recent years, Python has become an increasingly popular choice

thanks to its scientific libraries such as NumPy and FEniCS, enhancing its use in modeling,

numerical analysis, and simulation [34-35].

3.2 Chosen programming language (MATLAB)

3.2.1 Definition and its historical background

MATLAB (short for MATrix LABoratory) is a technical computing environment and high-

level programming languages, specifically developed for efficient and rapid engineering and

scientific calculations.

Fig. 3.2MATLAB logo

It was developed in the late 1970s by Cleve Moler, a mathematics professor at the University

of New Mexico, as an easy way for his students to use the LINPACK and EISPACK libraries for

linear algebra calculations without having to use Fortran. Later, in 1984, Moler founded

MathWorks, along with John Little and Steve Bangert, which led to the transformation of

MATLAB into a widely used commercial product [36].

MATLAB is characterized by its reliance on procedural programming, with its support for

object-oriented programming (OOP) techniques, with makes it suitable for developing advanced

analytical programs. It also includes a large library of predefined functions, exceeding 1000

functions in the basic version, allowing users to solve many complex problems such as

differential equations, matrix analysis, and numerical processing.

In addition, MATLAB provides additional specialized toolboxes covering diverse fields such

as control, signal processing, physical modeling, and artificial intelligence, expanding its

application capabilities in various branches of engineering and science. MATLAB also includes
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an integrated development environment (IDE) consisting of a text editor, debugging tools, and

interactive graphics modules for plotting and analyzing data [37].

Thus, we can say that this language is an essential tool in scientific research and engineering

and industrial education, thanks to its high ability to simplify technical tasks and also to provide

accurate and reliable solutions in record time.

3.2.2 MATLAB Desktop

MATLAB Desktop is the graphical user interface (GUI) that appears when you run

MATLAB (Fig. 3.3). It contains a set of tools that help users develop and analyze code. Each

tool has a specific function, such as executing commands, editing scripts, and viewing variables

and files. The most important of these tools are [37] :

1. Command Window: This is an essential part of MATLAB Desktop, where you can enter

programming commands and view the results immediately. It also allows you to perform

calculations, create plots, and execute functions or scripts.

2. Toolbar: This is a bar at the top of the screen containing icons for functions and tools.

The icons are organized into different tabs, and each tab contains a set of tools related to

a specific function, such as file management tools, plotting tools, or mathematical

analysis tools.

3. Command History Window: This window displays previously used commands. It can be

accessed by clicking the up arrow within the command window.

4. Document Window: A dedicated window for viewing MATLAB files (such as scripts

and .m function files). This window allows the user to write, edit, and execute code. It

also contains debugging tools for the code as it runs.

5. Figure Window: A window used to display graphs resulting from sensitive operations.

The user can modify these graphs within this window, such as changing colors, titles, and

axes labels.

6. Workspace: Displays all variables stored in the workspace. The user can view the

variables and their values, which helps manage data while running code.

7. Current Folder: A window that displays all files and folders in the current directory. This

window allows you to manage, open, or delete files. When you select any file from the

browser, the file details will appear in the Details window.

8. Help Browser: A tool for getting help with functions and functions in MATLAB. Access

it by clicking the «Help » button in the toolbar and provides helpful explanations.
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Fig. 3.3 The MATLAB Desktop

3.2.3 Types of .m File and Their Applications

In MATLAB, .m files are essential files used to write scripts and functions, execute

commands, solve mathematical problems, and manipulate data. There are two main types of .m

files: script files and function files.

Script files contain a series of MATLAB commands that are executed in the order they are

written. They are used to perform a series of operations without requiring input or output (Fig.

3.4). They are particularly useful for automating repetitive tasks or performing step-by-step

analyses.
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Fig. 3.4 Example of solving a system of linear equations using MATLAB

Function files are more advanced and contain functions that accept inputs and return outputs

(Fig. 3.5). They allow for greater flexibility by allowing the same function to be reused in

different contexts and with different inputs. They are essential for modular programming because

they enable users to create reusable blocks of code that can be called with different parameters.

Fig. 3.5 Example of plot a graph using function file

Both types of .m files are important in MATLAB programming because they are used in a wide

range of applications, from basic calculations and data processing to advanced numerical
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simulations and graphical visualizations. By leveraging these files, MATLAB users can write

efficient, maintainable, and reusable code to solve a wide variety of complex problems [38].

3.3 Programming using the finite element method

In this program, a two-dimensional numerical model was developed using the finite element

method (FEM) to analyze the mechanical behavior of plane structures. This model is based on

dividing the problem under study into triangular elements connected by nodes. The physical

behavior of these elements is then represented on the network formed by the nodes. This

program includes a sequential process, starting with defining the geometric data and material

properties, then calculating the stiffness matrices for each element, and then assembling them to

form the overall system of the structure. After applying the boundary conditions, the system is

solved to obtain the nodal displacements, which are subsequently used to calculate the stresses

and strains within each element.

3.3.2 Program for Analyzing Plane Structures

In this section, a program is presented for analyzing the mechanical behavior of plane

structures using the finite element method, adopting the three-node triangular element as the

basic model for the subdivision, developed using MATLAB. This program aims to accurately

simulate the distribution of displacements, strains, and stresses within plane structures subject to

specific loads and boundary conditions. It is designed to be an effective tool that enables the

study of the response of plane structures with high elasticity and acceptable accuracy.

To ensure the clarity of the output and its non-interference with previous data, the program

begins by initializing the work environment by using the clc commands to clear the command

window, clear all to delete all variables from the workspace, and close all to close all open

graphical windows (Fig. 3.7).

Fig. 3.7 Initializing the workspace

Phase 1: input

In this initial phase, the user is prompted to enter the material’s mechanical properties such as

Young’s modulus “E”, Poisson’s ratio “v” and thickness “t”, which are essential for calculating
the elasticity matrix later. Next, select the type of stress condition: plane stress or plane strain,

which significantly affects the construction of the elasticity matrix, where this information is

stored for later use (Fig. 3.8).
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Fig. 3.8Material’s mechanical properties

In this part of the program, the basic geometric data for the model is entered, namely the number

of nodes and the coordinates of each node in the (x, y) plane. This is a fundamental step in

building a finite element model, as the actual locations of the nodes that represent the points of

contact between the elements (Fig. 3.9).

Fig. 3.9 Nodal coordinates

After entering the nodal coordinates, the next step is to enter the total number of elements and

identify the nodes associated with each element. Each element is represented by a triangle

composed of three nodes, which are identified by entering the node numbers that comprise the

element. This information is critical for assembling the global stiffness matrix (Fig. 3.10).

Fig. 3.10 Total number of elements and node connectivity

- The num2str function is used to convert numeric data into a string using a specific format. It is

one of the basic functions used when displaying numbers as text or when combining them with

other text.

Phase 2: Calculating and assembly of elemental and global stiffness matrix

The stiffness matrix is a fundamental component of finite element numerical analysis, as it is the

basis for constructing the system of equations that is solved to obtain the results. The stiffness

matrix is first calculated for each element of the model [ke], and these matrices are then

combined to form the global stiffness matrix for the model [K]. the following program illustrates

how to calculate it for three-node triangular elements(T3), based on input data such as node
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coordinates, mechanical properties “E, v”, and thickness “t”. the process begins by calculating

the area “A”, then constructing a strain-displacement matrix [B] that includes the derivatives of

the shape function, as well as material property matrix [D], which is determined based on the

stress state (plane stress or plane strain). The stiffness matrix is then calculated for each element

and combined at the appropriate locations within the global matrix using the node degrees of

freedom. The following is the practical part responsible for this process (Fig. 3.11):

Fig. 3.11 Stiffness matrix for a three-node triangular element

Phase 3: Boundary conditions

In this part of the program, boundary conditions related to known displacements of certain

degrees of freedom (DOFs) are entered to ensure the stability of the mathematical model. The

user enters the number of boundary conditions, then enters both the number of degrees of

freedom corresponding to the displacement and the displacement value, which are stored in a

special array called BC. Each row contains the number of freedom in the first column and the

displacement value in the second column (Fig. 3.12).

Fig. 3.12 Input of boundary conditions

Phase 4: Input of known forces

We input the degrees of freedom corresponding to the nodes where the loads are applied, as well

as the numerical values of those as follows (Fig. 3.13):
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Fig. 3.13 Force vector

Phase 5: Gaussian elimination

The gaussian elimination method simplifies the by returning the elements below the main

diagonal to zero to arrive at an upper triangular shape, as shown in (Fig. 3.14):

Fig. 3.14 Gaussian elimination method

Phase 6: Solving the global system

After completing the gaussian elimination process, the unknown displacements are then

calculated. These values are then substituted into the original system to calculate the unknown

forces (Fig. 3.15).

Fig. 3.15 Solving the system of equation

- setdiff is used to extract elements in a set that do not belong to another set, it is used in the

program to identify unconstrained nodes in a numerical model.
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Phase 7: Computation of strains and stresses

At this stage, the strain and stress within each element are calculated as shown in Fig. 3.16:

Fig. 3.16 Computing strain and stress for each element

3.3.1 General structure of the finite element program

The general structure of finite element analysis consists of several main stages, each of which

plays a specific role in solving engineering problems. The program is designed to model the

physical behavior of structures to provide accurate numerical results. These include:

1. Input data: This step contains the necessary input data, including the structure’s

geometric properties, material properties, boundary conditions, and element definitions.

These data must be entered accurately, as they will affect the results.

2. Calculating and assembling the stiffness matrix for the elements: The program calculates

the stiffness matrix for each element based on the element’s material and geometry

properties, and then assembles them to form the general stiffness matrix.

3. Applying boundary conditions: In this stage, the program applies the boundary conditions

to the general stiffness matrix. This stage is essential for determining how the structure

responds to external forces and ensuring realistic results.

4. Solving the system: After establishing the general stiffness matrix and applying the

boundary conditions, the program solves the system of linear equations to find the

unknown displacements at the nodes. Numerical techniques, such as Gaussian

elimination or iterative solutions, are used to obtain the solution, and computing the

reactions at supports.

5. Output: Finally, the program outputs the results in a suitable format, including the

stiffness matrix, displacements, reactions at the supports, and the stress and strain

distribution.

The steps can be represented in (Fig. 3.6):
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Fig. 3.6 Flowchart of the analysis program process sequence

3.4 Comparing program results with analytical solution results

In order to verify the accuracy and efficiency of the developed program in representing the

mechanical behavior of planar structures, it is necessary to compare the results obtained from the

code developed in MATLAB, and manual calculations using the basic principles of the finite

element method. Through our comparison, we evaluate the degree of agreement and

convergence between the results of these methods and verify the validity of the numerical model

and its ability to simulate the expected physical responses.

In this example, a plate subjected to certain loading and limit conditions is studies as

described in Paragraph 2.6, where a comparison will be made between the results calculated

using the manual solution (Table 3.1 and Table 3.2), and those obtained by the developed

program (Table 3.3 and Table 3.4) by calculating the relative error using in relation (3.1):

�% =
�������� − �������

�������
× 100

(3.1)

Table 3.1 Forces and displacement results obtained by manual calculation for T3 element

Nodes Displacements u (mm) Displacements v (mm) Forces /x-axis Forces /y-axis

Node 1 u1=0 v1=0 R1=1333 N R1=-500 N
Node 2 u2=3.17510-3 v2=0 R2=1000 N R2=8833 N
Node 3 u3=2.61910-3 v3=-4.44410-3 R3=1000 N R3=-10000 N
Node 4 u4=0 v4=0 R4=-3333 N R4=1667 N

Input data

Calculating and assembling the stiffness matrix

Applying boundary conditions

Output

Gaussian elimination

Solving the system
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Table 3.2 Stress and strain results obtained by manual calculation for T3 element

Element
strains stresses (MPa)

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

1 3.17510-5 -8.88910-5 -1.11110-5 2.133 -18.133 -0.933
2 2.61910-5 0 -4.44410-5 5.866 1.466 -3.733

Table 3.3 Results of displacements and forces obtained from the program for T3 element

Table 3.4 Results of stresses and strains obtained from the program for T3 element

To compare the results, we use the relative error to find out the convergence ration, and the

calculated values will be shown in a Table 3.4 and Table 3.5:

Table 3.5 Relative error between manual solution and program output for forces and
displacements

Node u (e%) v (e%) (e%) F/x-axis (e%) F/y-axis
1 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0

Table 3.6 Relative error between manual solution and program output for stresses and strains

Element
(e%) strains (e%) stresses

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

1 0 0 0 0.01 0.001 0.03
2 0 0 0 0.01 0.05 0.008

Table 3.4 and table 3.5 represents the relative error between the manual calculation results and

those obtained from the program for a plate consisting of 4 nodes and 2 triangular element of

type T3, we observed that there is no error in the displacements, force and strain, but in the stress

there are relative error in the two elements. In the first element in the x-direction it was 0.01%, in

the y-direction it was 0.001%, and in the xy-shear component it was 0.03%, and for the second

element in the x-direction it was 0.01%, in y-direction it was 0.05%, and in the xy-shear

component it was
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0.008%, if we add up all the errors we get a total error of 0.109%, the total errors are less than

1%, so we can say that the developed program is reliable in simulating the mechanical behavior.

3.5 Validation results using ABAQUS software

Validation the results is an essential step to ensure the accuracy of the program created in

MATLAB to simulate the behavior of two-dimensional plane structure using FEM. The

numerical results obtained from MATLAB will be compared to those obtained from a

commercial simulation program.

In our study, ABAQUS was chosen for the validation process due to its high accuracy,

widespread use in engineering application, and adoption in academia.

3.5.1 Overview of ABAQUS

ABAQUS it is an integrated suite of powerful and advanced engineering simulation software

program based on the finite element method [39]. It was developed in 1978 by Dassault Système

within the SIMULIA platform. It is widely used for its high efficiency in handling linear and

nonlinear problems in various fields such as body mechanics, structural analysis, and heat

transfer. It also allows users to simulate the physical response of structures under the influence of

loads, temperatures, or shocks. Technically, this program provides accurate results including

energy, forces at nodes, deformations, displacements, stresses, velocity and acceleration, and all

the physical quantities necessary to understand and evaluate the behavior of engineering models

in various fields [40].

3.5.2 ABAQUS program components

ABAQUS consists of three main products: Abaqus/CAE, Abaqus/Standard, Abaqus/Explicit [41]

 Abaqus/CAE (the complete environment for ABAQUS): An integrated graphical

interface used for modeling, simulation, and displaying results.

 Abaqus/Standard: An implicit solver used to solve linear and nonlinear problems in

static or quasi-static system.

 Abaqus/Explicit: An explicit solver used in dynamic and wave propagation analyses.

From here we can say that there is a connection between these components, starting from

creating the model in ABAQUS/CAE and determining the type of simulation required, whether

static or dynamic. Based on the type, the data is directed to the appropriate unit,

ABAQUS/Standard or ABAQUS/Explicit, ending with implementing the numerical analysis and

displaying the results within the graphical interface ABAQUS/CAE.

3.5.3 ABAQUS Unit System

Before defining any model in ABAQUS, you must choose an appropriate unit system that

will be used throughout the modeling process. ABAQUS does not have a built-in unit system.
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Therefore, all values must be entered in compatible units within a specific system because they

will be used in the analysis results. The international system of units (SI) with millimeters (mm)

is often used [42].

The system of units used in ABAQUS is shown in Table 3.7:

Table 3.7 The system of units used in ABAQUS

Quantity SI SI(mm) US Unit(ft) US Unit(inch)
Length m mm ft in
Force N N lbf lbf
Mass Kg tonne (103Kg) slug lbf s2/in
Time s s s s
Stress Pa (N/m2) MPa(N/mm2) lbf /ft2 psi(lbf/in2)
Energy J mJ(10-3 J) ft lbf In lbf
Density Kg/m3 tonne/ m3 slug/ft3 lbf s2/in4

3.5.4 Comparing program results with ABAQUS results

To ensure that the developed program provides accurate results, a comparison was made

between its results and those provided by ABAQUS software. This comparison aims to ensure

that the calculations performed by the developed program are close to those provided by the

ABAQUS program. If we find that the results are close, this means that the developed program is

accurate and reliable, which means it can be relied upon even in difficult and complex cases

where it is difficult to resort to a manual solution, which is used only in simple cases.

To compare the results of the developed program with those obtained from ABAQUS, two

different, complex cases were selected for simulation.

 First case

Given a thin plate fixed on the left and subjected to concentrated force, the plate is divided

into 12 linear triangular elements and 11 nodes as shown in Fig. 3.17, with Young’s modulus

E=210 GPa, Poisson’s ratio � = 0.3 , thickness t=0.025 m, and force P=12.5 KN, and the stress

type is plane stress type. We propose to determine the unknown displacements, reactions at

nodes, stress and strain.
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Fig. 3.17 Thin plate with concentrated force

By using the program for the 2D linear triangular element, and inputting the data for this case,

we reached the results show in the Tables 3.8 and 3.9.

Table 3.8 Results of displacements and forces computed by the program for a thin plate

Table 3.9 Results of stresses and strains computed by the program for a thin plate
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To compare this results with those obtained from ABAQUS software. You must first follow

these steps to perform the simulation process:

1. Part creating

- Select a 2D model of the “Deformable” type and choose “Shell” as the base feature.

- Draw a rectangle representing the dimensions of the plate, then perform a Partition operation to

remove the square as shown in the Fig. 3.18.

Fig. 3.18 2D part definition of the plate

2. Material properties and section definition

- Material properties: enter the material’s mechanical properties, such as Young’s modulus and

Poisson’s ratio, to represent the material’s, etc. (Fig. 3.19).

Fig. 3.19 Properties of the material
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- Section definition: Creating a section involves selecting the appropriate category, specifying

the type of plate used in the model, and its thickness (Fig. 3.20).

Fig. 3.20 Create section

3. Module assembly

The draw part is inserted into the assembly environment as a dependent instance, to maintain its

associated with the original part and facilitate the modification of the mesh and properties.

4. Creating an analysis step

The analysis type is selected as Static, General, which is considered optimal for analyzing

stresses and deformation in static conditions (Fig. 3.21).

Fig. 3.21 Preparing the analysis step

5. Applying a boundary condition and a load to the model

- Applying load: add the forces applied to the node, specifying the direction and value of this

force precisely (Fig. 3.22).

- Apply boundary conditions: fixed the left edge of the plate completely by applying appropriate

boundary conditions that prevent movement on this edge (Fig. 3.22).
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Fig. 3.22 Applying loads and boundary conditions

6. Meshing the model

The mesh was created by dividing the plate into triangular elements, with an appropriate element

size determined before meshing and choose the geometric order “linear” (Fig. 3.23).

Fig. 3.23Meshing the plate into triangular elements

7. Module Job

After completing all the model preparation stages, the numerical analysis stage comes. This

process is carried out through the job module, where a task is created to analyze and define the

model, then the calculations are launches. Upon successful completion, the program displays a

message confirming the success of the task, as shown in the Fig. 3.24.

Fig. 3.24 Job completed successfully
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8. Visualization

The results files in .obd format is opened using the visualization module in ABAQUS, which

displays the model responses as color maps that illustrate the distribution of displacements,

stresses, strains, and reactions at the supports. These maps explain the mechanical behavior of

the system under study and are also a key reference in the simulation validation process.

Fig. 3.25 Viewing the results

After performing the analysis in ABAQUS, we obtained numerical results that included nodal

displacements, reactions at the supports, as well as stresses and strains. Table 3.10 and table 3.11

shows the extracted results, which will be used to compare the performance and theoretical

results of the model.

Table 3.10 Displacements and forces results for the first case extracted by ABAQUS software
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Table 3.11 Stresses and strains results for the first case extracted by ABAQUS software

To compare these results, we relied on the relative error expression (3.1), and we found the

values as shown in the Tables 3.12 and 3.13.

Table 3.12 Relative error of displacements and forces for the first case between the results of the

ABAQUS software and those calculated by the developed program

Nodes (e%) u (e%) v (e%) F/x-axis (e%) F/y-axis
Node 1 0 0 0 0
Node 2 0 0 0 0
Node 3 0 0 0 0
Node 4 0 0 0 0
Node 5 0 0 0 0
Node 6 0 0 0 0
Node 7 0 0 0 0
Node 8 0 0 0 0
Node 9 0 0 0 0
Node 10 0 0 0 0
Node 11 0 0 0 0

Table 3.13 Relative error of strains and stresses for the first case between the results of the

ABAQUS software and those calculated by the developed program

Elements (e%) strains (e%) stresses
��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

Element 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 5 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 6 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 7 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 8 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 10 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 11 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 12 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Table 3.12 and table 3.13 represents the relative error between the ABAQUS results and those

obtained from the program for a plate consisting of 11 nodes and 12 triangular element of type

T3, we observed that there is no error in the displacements, force, stress, and strain. Since the

error is zero, this indicates the accuracy of the results calculated by the developed program, and

thus it can be relied upon to analyze such engineering models with high accuracy.

 The second case

The same plate shown in Paragraph 2.6 will be used to perform the comparison process and

verify the accuracy of the program, by dividing it into 30 linear triangular elements.

By using the program for the 2D linear triangular element, and inputting the data for this case,

we obtained the results show in the Tables 3.14 and 3.15.

Table 3.14 Results of displacements and forces for the second case computed by the program
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Table 3.15 Results of stresses and strains for the second case computed by the program

To compare these results, we will follow the same simulation methodology as in the first case,

but the difference lies in the material properties, mesh dividing, geometry shape of the plate,

applied forces, and boundary conditions.

 Geometric shape: A rectangular plate with dimensions of 100*50 mm2 was used, as

shown in Fig. 3.26.

Fig. 3.26 Create the model
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 Materials properties: The Poisson’s ratio was set a value of 0.25, and the element

thickness was 10 mm.

 Applied forces and boundary conditions: Boundary conditions were applied by adding

a double support to the nodes on the right side, while on the other side, forces were

applied as shown in the Fig. 3.27.

Fig. 3.27 Boundary conditions and applied forces

 Mesh dividing: The plate was divided into 30 linear triangular elements and 24 nodes to

increase the accuracy of the simulation (Fig. 3.28).

Fig. 3.28 Divide the mesh into 30 linear triangular elements

 Visualization

The visualization module is an essential stage for displaying simulation results in a visual

manner, using color maps that show the distribution of displacement, stresses, strains and

reactions at the supports, in order to understand the behavior of the structure under applied loads.
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Fig. 3.29 Viewing the results

After completing the simulation process, the results of displacements, forces, stresses, and strains

are extracted for use in the comparison process with the results of the developed program, with

the aim of verifying the accuracy of the numerical model and determining its compatibility with

approved simulation tools as in the Table 3.16 and Table 3.17.

Table 3.16 Displacement and force results for the second case provided by ABAQUS software
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Table 3.17 Stress and strain results for the second case provided by ABAQUS software

By using expression (3.1), we find the relative error results as in the Tables 3.18 and 3.19
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Table 3.18 Relative error of displacements and forces for second case between the results of the

ABAQUS software and those calculated by the developed program

Nodes (e%) u (e%) v (e%) F/x-axis (e%) F/y-axis
Node 1 0 0 0 0
Node 2 0 0 0 0
Node 3 0 0 0 0
Node 4 0 0 0 0
Node 5 0 0 0 0
Node 6 0 0 0 0
Node 7 0 0 0 0
Node 8 0 0 0 0
Node 9 0 0 0 0
Node 10 0 0 0 0
Node 11 0 0 0 0
Node 12 0 0 0 0
Node 13 0 0 0 0
Node 14 0 0 0 0
Node 15 0 0 0 0
Node 16 0 0 0 0
Node 17 0 0 0 0
Node 18 0 0 0 0
Node 19 0 0 0 0
Node 20 0 0 0 0
Node 21 0 0 0 0
Node 22 0 0 0 0
Node 23 0 0 0 0
Node 24 0 0 0 0
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Table 3.19 Relative error of stresses and strains for second case between the results of the

ABAQUS software and those calculated by the developed program

Elements
(e%) strains (e%) stresses

��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

Element 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 5 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 6 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 7 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 8 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 10 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 11 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 12 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 13 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 14 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 15 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 16 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 17 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 18 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 19 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 20 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 21 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 21 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 22 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 23 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 24 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 25 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 26 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 27 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 28 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 29 0 0 0 0 0 0
Element 30 0 0 0 0 0 0

The results of the second case, similar to the first, showed complete agreement between the

values of displacements, forces, and stresses and strains calculated using the developed program

and the ABAQUS simulation results. The relative error between the results was zero for all

results, indicating that the numerical model adopted in the program is accurate, making it a

reliable tool for simulating and analyzing the behavior of plane structures using finite elements.

3.6 Validation result using RDM6 software

3.6.1 Overview of RDM6

RDM6 (Résistance Des Matériaux 6) is a French software developed to analyze the behavior

of models under various loads. It is widely used in mechanical and civil engineering and is
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adopted in educational sectors to train students in structural analysis and design. It’s simple user

interface makes it easy for students and researchers to study and understand the response of

various elements such as beam, frames, and plates when subjected to complex loads. Its tools

enable analysis of displacements, stresses, and strains, making it an effective tool for

understanding and analyzing the stability of structures [43].

3.6.2 Main modules in RDM6

The RDM6 software contains 4 main modules designed to provide solutions for several types

of analyses, allowing accurate and reliable results for analyzing the behavior of structures under

various conditions. These modules include: frames, bending, rosette and finite elements. These

modules and their functions can be explained below in Table 3.20 [43].

Table 3.20Main modules in RDM6

Frames
This module is designed for analyzing structural frameworks,

including trusses and frames.

Bending
Analyzes the behavior of beams under bending, a fundamental

tool for studying structural elements subjected to flexural loads.

Rosette
Focuses on analyzing strain gauge readings and calculating the

resulting stresses.

Finite elements
Analytical capabilities using the finite element method, in both

2D and 3D, to study the behavior of complex structures.

3.6.3 Comparing programming results with RDM6 results

In order to verify the accuracy of the program developed using MATLAB, the RDM6

software was used as a second validation tool. This was done after initial validation using

ABAQUS, where the results were completely identical. This second comparison aims to assess

the consistency of the results calculated in MATLAB and RDM6, particularly nodal

displacements and reactions at the supports. Although RDM6 does not provide stress and strain

computations, the consistency indicator of the validity of the adopted software model and the

reliability of the analysis.

Consider a plate with a thickness of 10 mm, fixed on the left, subjected to a horizontal force

of P=1000 N applied at two nodes on the right side of the plate, as shown in Fig. 3.33. The given

data are: Young’s modulus E=200000 MPa, Poisson’s ratio �=0.3, and the stress type is plane

stress. The objective of this study is to calculate the nodal displacements and reactions at the

supports.
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Fig. 3.30 Geometric model of a 2D flat plate

Using the program developed for element T3 and entering the data for this problem, the results

were obtained as shown in Table 3.21.

Table 3.21 Results extracted from the developed calculation program for the plate

To compare the extracted results with those provided by the RDM6 software for this plate, we

perform various simulation steps:

1. Initial configuration

- Open RDM6 - Éléments finis.

- Specify the unit system in the program according to the units used (mm, N, MPa) and define

the origin of the plate.

2. Geometric model definition

The geometric model was prepared by entering the coordinates of two points (x, y), and then

defining a rectangle using these two points, which formed the basic geometric shape of the

model (Fig. 3.31).
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Fig. 3.31 Geometric model of a plate

3. Element mesh generation

The block mesh technique was used to divide the geometric model into blocks of triangular or

quadrilateral elements, to facilitate the analysis process (Fig. 3.32).

Fig. 3.32 Element mesh using block mesh technique

4. Determine the types of physical study

Choosing the appropriate physical condition for the problem. One can define “plane stress” to

analyze thin plates, “plane strain” for long objects, or the “rotation problem” for objects with

axial symmetry, etc. (Fig. 3.33).
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Fig. 3.33 Definition of study type

5. Material properties definition

Enter the mechanical properties of the material used in the model, such as Young’s modulus,

thickness and Poisson’s ratio, which are necessary to analyze the mechanical response of the

structure under the action of loads (Fig. 3.34).

Fig. 3.34 Properties of the material used

6. Applying load and boundary conditions

Applying forces to the model, as well as constraints that limit the movement of certain nodes,

such as fixation or movement in a specific direction. These constraints play a role in determining

the system’s response under the influence loads, allowing for the calculation of displacements

and reactions (Fig. 3.35).
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Fig. 3.35 Applying load and boundary conditions

7. Analyzing the results

Numerical analysis was performed using RDM6 software. The deformed plate under the

influence of loads was visualized (Fig. 3.36), showing the displacement in different regions,

helping to identify the areas experiencing the greatest displacement.

The results of calculations related to the reactions at the supports and the nodal displacements

were also extracted (Fig. 3.37). These results illustrate the distribution of forces at the supports

and the displacement values, enabling analysis of the structure’s response to the applied loads.

Fig. 3.36 Viewing the results
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Fig. 3.37 Exporting the report results

The results obtained from the analysis using the RDM6 software are presented in Table 3.22,

were these results show the values of displacements and reactions at various points of the studied

model.
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Table 3.22 Results of structural analysis of the model using RDM6 software

Nodes
Displacements (mm) Forces (N)
u v F/x-axis F/y-axis

Node 1 0 0 -339.29 -119.05
Node 2 0 0 -319.31 60.27
Node 3 1.983110-3 -7.591710-4 1000 0
Node 4 1.799610-3 4.084910-3 1000 0
Node 5 0 0 -445.48 45.23
Node 6 0 0 -410.48 31.09
Node 7 0 0 -485.44 -17.54
Node 8 3.017710-4 -4.984210-5 0 0
Node 9 6.434310-4 -3.989110-5 0 0
Node 10 1.134810-3 -1.157710-4 0 0
Node 11 7.761710-4 -3.074310-4 0 0
Node 12 5.302210-4 1.908710-5 0 0
Node 13 7.578810-4 3.165010-4 0 0
Node 14 1.104910-3 1.266910-4 0 0
Node 15 6.333810-4 7.193110-5 0 0
Node 16 2.863210-4 6.411210-5 0 0
Node 17 2.200310-4 -5.776010-6 0 0
Node 18 4.325010-4 -1.019610-6 0 0
Node 19 6.128210-5 -3.810410-5 0 0
Node 20 1.892610-4 -8.372910-6 0 0
Node 21 3.512410-4 -1.604810-5 0 0
Node 22 4.498410-4 -7.221910-6 0 0
Node 23 2.237610-4 -7.142110-7 0 0
Node 24 4.488210-4 -1.943210-5 0 0
Node 25 6.515110-4 -5.767210-7 0 0

In order to compare between these results, the relative difference was calculated using formula

(3.1), and presented in Table 3.23.
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Table 3.23 Relative error between the results of the proposed program and those extracted from

the RDM6 software for the studied structure

Nodes (e%) u (e%) v (e%) F/x-axis (e%) F/y-axis
Node 1 0 0 0 0
Node 2 0 0 0 0.003
Node 3 0 0 0 0
Node 4 0 0 0 0
Node 5 0 0 0 0.002
Node 6 0 0 0 0.01
Node 7 0 0 0 0.01
Node 8 0 0 0 0
Node 9 0 0 0 0
Node 10 0.008 0 0 0
Node 11 0 0 0 0
Node 12 0 0 0 0
Node 13 0 0 0 0
Node 14 0.009 0 0 0
Node 15 0 0 0 0
Node 16 0 0 0 0
Node 17 0 0 0 0
Node 18 0 0 0 0
Node 19 0 0 0 0
Node 20 0 0 0 0
Node 21 0 0 0 0
Node 22 0 0 0 0
Node 23 0 0 0 0
Node 24 0 0 0 0

Table 3.23 represents the relative error between the results of the proposed program and those of

the RDM6 software. We observe that the displacements error at node 10 is 0.008%, while at

node 11 it was 0.009%. Regarding the forces, the error at node 2 is 0.003%, at node 5 it was

0.002%, and at node 6 and 7 it is 0.01% each. By adding all these partial errors together gives a

total relative error of 0.042%. This value is very small compared to 1%. Therefore, it can be said

that the results obtained by the proposed program are in strong agreement with those of RDM6,

which strengthens the reliability of the algorithm used and the validity of the mathematical

modeling.

3.7 Conclusion

In this chapter, a numerical program for the analyzing planar structures using the finite

element method was developed in MATLAB. The program’s validity is initially verified by

comparing its results with manual calculations for a simple case. Subsequently, ABAQUS and

RDM6 software were used to validate the results for more complex cases, testing the program’s

accuracy in representing the mechanical responses of structures. Finally, the error difference
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between the results is calculated. It is found that the proposed program performs well and is

based on an efficient algorithm, which enhances its reliability in finite element applications.



General Conclusion

In conclusion, this dissertation focused on the topic of analyzing the behavior of plane

structures, which is an important component of applications in mechanical and civil engineering.

Despite the simplicity of the geometric model, addressing this type of problem requires precise

numerical modeling and a good understanding of mechanical properties. To simplify this process,

a program was developed using MATLAB that allows for the analysis of first-order triangular

element (T3). This program has proven its ability to calculate basic variables and contribute to

accelerating analysis processes associated with the finite element method.

To ensure the reliability and accuracy of the developed program, a validation process was

conducted using three different approaches. First, the results were compared with a manual

solution for a simple case, which showed complete agreement. Then, tested using ABAQUS

software on two more complex numerical examples, and the results were found to be perfectly

consistent with those form MATLAB, with an error rate of 0%. Finally, a third example was

validated using RDM6, with a total error rate of approximately 0.042%, confirming the accuracy

proposed numerical approach. These results enhance the effectiveness of the developed tool and

its potential for application in various fields such as engineering formation and educational

simulation. It also helps students and engineers focus on studying the behavior of the system

instead of being distracted by complex calculations that delay understanding the problem.

This work is not the end, but rather represents a first step toward expanding the program in the

future, whether by using more precise elements such as the second-order triangular element (T6)

or by studying the nonlinear behavior of structures, thus contributing to the advancement of

numerical analysis tools in the field of applied mechanics.
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Annexes
The following lines represent the user interaction sequence as it appears in the MATLAB

command window during the execution of the finite element program. Each message is

accompanied by a clear instruction on what the user is required to enter or define.

When the program starts, the following message is displayed:

1) Young's Modulus: Enter its value in MPa.

2) Poisson's ratio: Enter the value of the Poisson’s ratio.

3) thickness: Enter the thickness of the structure in mm.

4) Enter 1 or 2: Type 1 for plane stress and 2 for plane strain.

5) Number of nodes: Enter the total number of nodes in the finite element mesh.

6) Coordinates for each node [x y]: Enter the coordinates of each node in the format [x, y],

were x and y represent the position of the node in the Cartesian plane.

7) Number of elements: Enter the total number of triangular elements.

8) Node connectivity for each element [n1 n2 n3]: Define the connectivity of each

element by specifying the numbers of the three nodes that form each triangular element

in the following format [n1 n2 n3] were n1: is the number of the first node, n2: the

number of the second node, and n3: the number of the third node.

9) How many boundary condition are known? Enter the total number of known

displacements (e.g., fixing both x and y at a node counts as 2).

BC: [DOF value], where:

Value: Represent the displacement imposed at a specified DOF.

DOF: Represent the degree of freedom for each coordinate is calculated as follows:

 DOF= 2 * number of node – 1, for displacement in x-direction at node.

 DOF= 2 * number of node, for displacement in y-direction at node.

10)Are there any distribution load? (Yes=1, No=2): Enter 1 if a distribution load is applied,

or 2 if not.

11)Are there any concentrated forces? (Yes/No): Enter “Yes” if a concentrated force is

applied, or “No” if not.

12) number of Nodes were applied the load: Enter the total number of nodes to which an

external force was applied.

13)Node number: Enter the number of node were applied the force.

14) force in x-direction: Enter its value in the x-direction.

15) force in y-direction: Enter its value in the x-direction.


