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. Study summary:

The Chinese platform TikTok is considered one of the most important social
media platforms. Its emergence was accompanied by a new type of kitsch content
makers, which may play a role in shaping some deviant behavior. Therefore, this
study aimed to identify university students’ representations of the role of kitsch
content makers on the TikTok platform in shaping behavior .Deviant, by trying to
reach:

- Revealing the concept of kitsch content among university students

- The position of university students regarding the relationship between the
production of these offensive contents on the TikTok platform and the
formation of deviant behaviors

- Detecting differences in gender representations about kitsch content.

In order to address this study and try to achieve these goals, the study raised the
following questions:

- What is university students’ concept of offensive content on the TikTok
platform?

- What is the position of university students on the relationship between the
production of offensive content on the TikTok platform and the formation
of deviant behavior?

- Do university students’ representations of offensive content on the TikTok
platform differ according to the gender variable?

To answer these questions, the descriptive method was adopted and a
stratified random sample consisting of 20 items representing various departments,
levels and specializations, from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Martyr Sheikh Al-Arabi University of Tebessa. The associative network tool and
the discriminative word technique were applied to them to determine the central
nucleus and peripheral elements of the representation. This study reached To a set
of results:

- The negative concept that predominates in the students' representations of
kitsch content, which was represented by the central nucleus of the
representation, which in turn was represented by the focus of the
promotion of homosexuality and sexual deviations.

- Consensus on the students' rejection of this type of content, which they
consider to be a fundamental reason for the formation of deviant behavior.

- There is no difference between male representations and female
representations regarding this type of degrading content.

Key words: Social representations, central nucleus, associative network,
kitsch content, deviant behavior.
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2 Foreign sources:
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2.1Books

45- Abric, Jean-Claude: Specific _processes of social representations, Papers on social
representation’s, 1996.

46- Cecilie Schou Andreassen: Online Social Network Site Addiction: A Comprehensive
Review, Curr Addict Rep,2015.

47- Jabeen Fauzia AND al: "The dark side of social media platforms: A situation-organism-
behaviour-consequence approach" Technological Forecasting and Social Change,2023

48- MOLINER, Pascal and GUIMELLI, Christian: Les représentations sociales, PUG, 2015.
49- Sandrine Gaymard: les fondements des représentations sociales sources théories et
pratiques, Dunod,2021 .
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Research & Method in Education (IOSR-JRME), Volume 3, Issue 6 ,2013.

51- Alessandro, Laura Brandimarte, and George Loewenstein:"Privacy and human behavior in
the age of information", Acquisti Science ,2015.

52- Alharthi, M, Andrew Bown, Darren Pullen: The use of social media platforms to enhance
vocabulary developing in learning a new language: a review of the literature University of
Tasmania. Journal contribution,2020.

53- Anithalakshmi, S: "Navigating the Upsides and Downsides of Social Media." Available at
SSRN, 4928551 ,2024.

54- Aurelio José Figueredo, AND Jake Jacobs:_Aggression, risk-taking, and alternative life
history strategies: The behavioral ecology of social deviance, Bio-psychosocial perspectives
on interpersonal violence, University of Arizona, 2010

55- Denise Jodelet: Social Representations: The Beautiful Invention, journal for the Theory of Social
Behaviour, Volume 38, Issue 4.

56- Fabrice Buschini, Fabio Lorenzi-Cioldi:_Representation’s sociales, hal open science,
Université de Geneve.

57- Greenhow, Christine, and Cathy Lewin. "Social media and education:
Reconceptualizing the boundaries of formal and informal learning." social media
and education. Routledge, 2019.

58- IQBAL, Mansoor: TikTok revenue and usage statistics (2021)¢ Business of apps, vol 1, no 1,2021.
59- Jiayan Liu:_The Influence of the Body Image Presented Through TikTok Trend-Videos
and Its Possible Reasons, Advances in Social Science, Education and Humanities Research,
volume 559 Proceedings of the 2" International Conference on Language, Art and Cultural
Exchange (ICLACE 2021).

60- Millette, M:_ Pratiques _transplateformes et convergence dans les usages des médias
sociaux, Communication et organisation, Revue scientifique francophone en Communication
organisationnelle,2013.

61- Negura, Lilian. "L’analyse de contenu dans D’étude des représentations
sociales." Sociologie (2006).

Perreau Anton: "Brands on TikTok: Strategic first steps and successful execution." Journal of
Brand Strategy vol10, N3, 2021.

62- Pierri, Francesco, and Stefano Ceri:"False news on social media: a data-driven
survey", ACM Sigmod Record 48.2,2019.

63- Polanco-Levican, Karina, and Sonia Salvo-Garrido:"Understanding social media literacy,
A _systematic _review of the concept and its competences", International journal of

environmental research and public Heath2022.

64- RATEAU, Patrick et LO MONACO, Grégory: La théorie des représentations sociales, Orientations conceptuelles,
champs d'applications et méthodes, CES Psicologia, 2013, vol, 6, no 1.

65- Ronald Akers ,Social Learning and Social Structure A General Theory of Crime and Deviance, 1
ed, Routledge, P XIV https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315129587(2009).

200


https://www.taylorfrancis.com/search?contributorName=Ronald%20Akers&contributorRole=author&redirectFromPDP=true&context=ubx
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315129587(2009)

2=l salall 2l

66- Ruggiero T. E:_Uses and gratifications theory in the 21st century, Mass communication &
society, vol 3 n01,2000.

67- Sid Hassane; Menadjlia Hadba:_Social Representations of Illegal Immigrants from the
Sahel States in Algeria - An Exploratory Field Study in the City of Tebessa, The journal of
El-Ryssala for studies and research in humanities, Volume: 06 / N°: 03, September 2021, P624
68-Vernette Eric, and al: "Construit et concept de leader d’opinion dans les réseaux sociaux:
proposition d’un agenda de recherche" ,28¢me Congres de 1’ Association Frangaise du Marketing ,2012.
69- Wagner, Wolfgang, et al:_ Theory and method of social representations, Asian journal of
social psychology 2.1,1999.
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3.2 University theéses:

70- Wang, Ruofu, Managing Platform Business Growth: A Case Study of TikTok. Diss. Thesis
paper for a Master’s degree in Social Sciences]. Copenhagen Business School.
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